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Thesis 

1. Eastern Europe- a battleground. For centuries, Eastern Europe was a 

battleground between two Slavic peoples: the Russians and the Poles. 

2. Real opportunity for neighbours. Russia was on the verge of 

disappearing as an independent country. Our neighbours, Poland and 

Sweden, took advantage of the situation and were one step away from the 

Russian throne. 

3. Russian Tsar or a Polish national? False Dmitry 1, presumably the 

monk Grigory Otrepyev, took possession of the Russian throne with the 

help of the support of Poland. 

4. New impostor- new troubles. A simple teacher of low birth suddenly 

gains power. With the help of a new impostor, Poland is increasingly 

firmly established in Russia. 

5. Imposters through the eyes of foreigners. The opinion of foreigners on 

the events of the Time of Troubles fills in the missing facts and events, 

gives a look at the situation from the other side. 

6. Overcoming the troubles and the final victory. No events can break the 

strongest and most powerful country! 
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«If you want to understand today,  

you have to search yesterday» 

Pearl Buck  

Eastern Europe- a battleground 

For centuries, Eastern Europe was a battleground between two Slavic 

peoples: the Russians and the Poles. More often than not, the more numerous 

Russians emerged victorious, so much so that Poland was wiped off the map 

more than once. 

However, there was one moment in history when the Poles had a real 

opportunity to bring their rival and neighbour to its knees. That was at the turn 

of the 17th century, when Russia was in the throes of political turmoil following 

the death of Ivan the Terrible, known as the Time of Troubles. 

 

Real opportunity for neighbors 

The time of troubles in Russia could be called tragic. First of all, the time 

of troubles is a disorder of life, power, and management. This time was one of 

the weakest points in the history of the Russian state.  Fourteen years of unrest, 

civil wars, and famine, killed about one third of the population, and took Russia 

very close to being occupied by Poland and Sweden.  

Of course, many people contributed to the beginning of the troubles, but 

in my opinion the impostors, False Dmitry 1 and False Dmitry 2, played a huge 

role in stirring up the Troubles in Russia. They counted on the help of 

foreigners, so they turned to Poland for it. As soon as the state weakens for some 

reason, the immediate and distant neighbours immediately recall their 

complaints, hidden resentment and unrealized fantasies. Neighbours will not 

help - unless they take guardianship over the territories for the appropriate fee. 
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Poland and Sweden skillfully used the impostors, making them puppets in their 

hands. What did the impostors press for? 

 

Russian Tsar or a Polish national? 

During the time of troubles, everyone wanted power. The 

Russian throne wanted to seize not only the boyars, but 

also our near neighbour-Poland. Their key to the conquest 

of Russia was the fugitive monk Grigory Otrepyev or The 

False Dmitry 1. He was brave and undaunted. His desire to 

take the throne seemed insane, but despite this, it was      

realized, thanks to the support of Poland. The Poles saw False 

Dmitry 1 a guide to the Russian throne. Everything was planned: the precarious 

situation of Russia, the tsar who accepted any support and Maria Mniszek-the 

Polish beauty whom Grishka fell in love with. So the runaway monk-stripped 

Grigory Otrepyev enlisted the powerful support of the Poland and, perhaps not 

realizing that he was only a puppet in someone else's hands. Despite Polish 

hopes, the impostor did not become a puppet in their hands, failing to fulfill a 

single promise he had made on the eve of the invasion, namely to cede part of 

Russia’s western lands, to start building Catholic churches in Russia, and to 

open the country up to the Jesuits. 

 

New impostor-new troubles 

The Poles never carried out their plan to seize the 

Russian throne together with False Dmitry 1. The Polish-

Lithuanian Commonwealth kept an interested eye on events 

unfolding in its large neighbour, waiting for the best 

moment to pounce. Poland had a plan: find the new impostor 
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and make him a puppet, which after holding on to the throne for a while, was 

then thrown into the back yard.  

So the False Dmitry 2 appeared… 

The False Dmitry 2 behaved confidently, gave out promises a lot and 

promised his supporters great benefits. But despite the impostor’s desire to 

become independent, Poland completely dominated the False Dmitry 2 and 

moved further and further into the depths of Russia. I consider, the False Dmitry 

2 was only baked in a Polish oven, and fermented in Moscow. 

 

Imposters through the eyes of foreigners 

During the reign of Boris Godunov, the influx of Europeans to Russian 

lands increased. Godunov tried to compensate for the lack of specialists in 

various professions and occupations in Russia at the expense of foreigners. All 

these foreigners were witnesses and participants of the Time of Troubles. They 

had their own opinions about the events, and especially about the impostors. 

Let’s take into the consideration such foreigners as Isaac Massa, Jacques 

Margeret and Conrad Bussov. 

 Conrad Bussov - a German by birth-occupied a fairly 

prominent place under False Dmitry 1, and then under 

False Dmitry 2. Since he supported the ideas of the 

impostors, he had a rather contradictory opinion about 

them. 

 Conrad Bussov believed that the False Dmitry 1 

changed the attitude between the Moscow sovereigns and the attitude of the 

boyars to ordinary people. "He treated everyone simply, courteously, not like a 

king. By his way of acting, he gained a wide and strong attachment among the 

people..." - wrote the German eyewitness Bussov about the False Dmitry 1. 

Conrad Bussov 



7 
 

Bussov was sure that a ruler like the False Dmitry 1 could change the 

"prim order of life" and implement truly revolutionary ideas. He emphasizes the 

simplicity of the impostor, because with the help of it the False Dmitry 

1managed to merit the trust of the people. Bussov believed that perhaps if the 

boyars had not overthrown the False Dmitry 1, the better times had come in 

Russia and the troubles would not have happened. 

Unlike the first impostor, the False Dmitry 2 was not a strong politician 

and a strong personality. Bussov considered the False Dmitry 2 exclusively a 

protege of the Poles, who "presented" him to the Russians. The impostor 

continued to be a puppet in the hands of the Polish-Lithuanian lords. They 

skillfully and deftly used the False Dmitry 2, as a guide to the desired Russian 

throne. 

Speaking about Isaac Massa, he is a Dutch merchant, 

traveller, and diplomat; he contributed to the 

prosperity of trade between the two countries: the 

Netherlands and Russia.  

He wrote about the False Dmitry 1, as a man 

who wanted more power, and also secretly plotted to attack Poland in order to 

conquer it and expel the king, thereby completely subjugating Poland to Russia. 

Isaac Massa described the False Dmitry 1 as a strict and cruel ruler. Massa 

criticized the impostor's lifestyle, considered him promiscuous, and his behavior 

inappropriate. The False Dmitry 1 did not respect religion and the church, which 

caused even more discontent among the people. Also, Isaac, like Conrad 

Bussov, believed: "if only the False Dmitry 1 had lived quietly, and had taken a 

Moscow princess to wife, and had adhered to the Orthodox religion, and 

followed the Russian laws, he would have remained a tsar forever." The False 

Dmitry's 1 own behavior turned out to be his death. 

Isaac Massa 
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The foreign witness, Jacques Margeret, is a French 

mercenary who fought in the armies of Godunov and 

the False Dmitry 1. His point of view is different 

from the others. Let's see why his opinion differs 

from that of other foreigners. 

Margeret rejects the notion that the False Dmitry 1 

was called a runaway monk called Grigory Otrepyev. He refers to the fact that 

Grishka Otrepyev knows Russian too well, which is impossible if he was taught 

by the Jesuits. "He spoke Russian as well as possible, and only for the sake of 

beauty sometimes inserted Polish phrases". Margeret described the False Dmitry 

1. In his opinion, Dmitry was brought up for some time in Poland, a free 

country, among the nobility. That’s why he had excellent writing skills and had 

a good syllable. Margeret concluded: "His eloquence charmed all Russians, and 

there was also certain greatness in him that cannot be expressed in words..." 

With these words, he strengthens the theory that the False Dmitry 1 is the son of 

Ivan the Terrible. 

 

Overcoming the troubles and the final victory 

To sum it up, the opinion of foreigners about impostors is different; it’s 

both negative and positive. But one thing is certain: each of the impostors, 

incited by the desire for power, has entered into a dangerous game. Enlisting the 

help of the Poles, the impostors unwittingly became puppets in the big game. 

Using the False Dmitry 1 and the False Dmitry 2, the Poles wanted to win the 

tsarist throne, to annex Russia to the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, to 

introduce strict Catholicism. But their plans were not destined to come true.  

Russia stubbornly resisted and did not allow to be captured 

by foreigners!!!  

Jacques Margeret 
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