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 The plan.   

1. Introduction. 

I found myself studying literature styles as a basis of writing rules and 

principles to try myself in versifying. That was a starting point of my 

acquaintance with romanticism at the interface of realism. 

2. The main purpose  

The main purpose of the study is revealing special features used by giants of 

the world literature, such as Alexander Pushkin and Jane Austen: “Evgeniy 

Onegin” and “Pride and Prejudice” and compare ways of describing feelings 

in Russian and British Realism as a result of waiver of Romanticism and as a 

predecessor of Realism. 

3. The definition of Romanticism  

4. The definition of Realism  

5. “Realism as a result of gradual giving up Romanticism and resorting to 

of Critical Realism”  

6. One of the central themes of late romanticism and realism were love and 

hate. 

7. “Realism through “Love and Hate”. Special Features 

8. Russian Realism: the main representatives   

9. British Realism: the main representatives     

10.  “Pride and Prejudice” and “Evgeniy Onegin”. Similarities and 

differences. 

11.  Conclusion. 

I would like to stress once again that British and Russian literature 

especially written in the famous trend “Realism” has a lot of both 

similarities and differences. But the common element in every literary 

work is the unity in storylines of love and hate.   

 



“There is a thin line between love and hate: Realism as a method of 

investigating human characters” 

One day a beautiful film caught my eye: a famous screen version of Jane 

Austen's novel « Pride and Prejudice»
1
. Later, I read this book in the original with 

great pleasure and decided to study the style in literature which was so popular 

with the novelists at that time.  

It is a well-known fact that Pushkin
2
 is a jewel of Russian literature and even since 

childhood we learn about his masterpieces starting with fairy-tales and little poems 

and while at school students make an acquaintance with more major works among 

which we can but mention “Belkin’s stories” and “Evgeniy Onegin”. So that, my 

brilliant and talented literature teacher helps me to understand the latter novel 

better and shows some hidden meanings that makes me feel fallen in love with 

creativity of the “Sun of the Russian poetry”.  

 After a while I found myself studying literature styles as a basis of writing rules 

and principles to try myself in versifying. That was a starting point of my 

acquaintance with romanticism at the interface of realism. 

The main purpose of the study is revealing special features used by giants of the 

world literature, such as Alexander Pushkin and Jane Austen: “Evgeniy Onegin” 

and “Pride and Prejudice” and compare ways of describing feelings: Love and 

Hate in Russian and British Realism.  

Romanticism is a literary movement of the 18 century escalated into another 

literary trend: realism. Even modern writers all over the world feel the influence of 

this style. It focuses on the individuality and the uniqueness of a person, often 

leads by irrational, emotional impulses. Romanists celebrate the originality of the 

common man.  



Literary realism is a part of the realist art movement of the 19-20 century. 

Realist authors chose to depict everyday and banal activities and experiences, 

instead of using a romanticized or similarly stylized presentation. 

Realism is formed almost simultaneously with romanticism, which 

explains the presence of a romantic beginning in the work of realists. Realism as 

well as romanticism, assumes at its core a holistic worldview, a certain attitude of 

writers to reality. 

One of the central themes of late romanticism and realism were love and 

hate.  

To begin with, let’s study some distinctive features of the Realism which 

can be found in both Russian and British literature paper regarding describing 

feelings and emotions: love and hate.   

 There are some features: the display of real life based on its critical 

perception, combined with a close interest in the life of the common man, 

including love, feelings and preferences; the desire to expose the vices of society 

including marriage for money and marriages of convenience; at the centre of the 

story is a conflict between internal trials and feelings and the surrounding society 

which guidelines are indifferent to true love and even to hate between people; 

marriages for love are rarely happened as young ladies and gentlemen were made 

to gain a high walk of life with the help of “marrying money” not “marrying love”; 

therefore a hate becomes a companion in couples being married at odds their 

wishes and attachment; intrapersonal disputes are taken place; people realize their 

helplessness facing with circumstances and have to combat any unwanted 

inclinations and put out love and hate;  

By the way of example it is worth noting such world - known masterpieces 

in Russia as “Dubrovskiy” where Maria Troekurova was made to marry old but 

wealthy and respected man instead of beloved Vladimir  Dubrovskiy, as her father 

quarreled with the Dubrovskiy family and wanted his daughter to thrive.  “A Hero 

https://yandex.ru/turbo?text=https%3A//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Realism_art_movement
https://yandex.ru/turbo?text=https%3A//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Realism_%28arts%29


of Our Time” is very serious novel where Vera had to marry money to survive 

with a child while she loved only poor Pechorin. And the author makes us feel that 

her life will turn to a nightmare when old husband understands her treason with 

young men.  

There are three persons who stand at the origin of the Realism in Russia. 

There is the acceptability and tragedy of personal fate in Pushin’s novels, the fight 

against hypocrisy and false including love in Lermontov’s
3
 ones and a vulgar 

every-day life and forgetting about honor in relationship from Gogol’s
4
 story-lines.    

As for British literature, the best example of tempers of that time is the 

destiny of the most Jane Austen
5
. She rejected to take a proposal of the loved one 

to not to defeat him an opportunity to gain some respect in society marrying a 

woman with a big fortune.  

An English novel XIX century marked by decreasing of the spectrum of the 

described, social conflicts make way to the temper, the special attention paid to the 

entertainment of the plot makes more writers focus on researching of behavior 

and mental science of characters. Symbolism and subtext becomes more 

important especially in describing feelings and some romantic hints.   D. Eliot, E. 

Trollop created classical for that time literature pieces of distinguishing nature by 

magnificent psychological depth and strong emotions such as love and hate.  

 It should be mentioned that at the origins of English realism is connected 

with the “Caleb William” written by U. Goodwin and thanks to this work the new 

type of social novel was born. Romantic images can be found in the realistic works 

of Charles Dickens, E. Gaskell, the sisters E. and S. Bronte. 

E. Gaskell’s
6
 “Mary Barton” - is one of the brightest representatives of 

English Realism. The main heroine is put off by marriage proposal from poor 

men, as she does not share his affection and even feels some kind of hate to him. 

She dreams of marrying Harry Carson which helps elevating her status in society. 



Mary soon realizes that although she turned down Jem’s marriage proposal, she is 

actually in love with him. Two lovers have to face a lot of problems which take 

place in the background of problems of this time.  

Another bright story is Charlotte Bronte’s
7
 “Jane Eyre”. A woman 

without any dowry falls in love with a respectable man Mr. Rochester but just 

after accepting his proposal she knows that he has been already married. She is 

mortified and hate changes the deep feeling for a while. But after some time 

everything changes better and forgiving and recovering follows after hard times.    

Well, let’s compare and contrast these two novels written by “The Sun of 

Russian poetry” and “The First Lady of English Literature”: “Evgeniy Onegin” 

and “Pride and Prejudice” 

At first, both these books are related to critical Realism which will be 

proved during my analysis. The set is taken place in the countryside far from the 

high society but greatly influenced by it in emulating manners and fashion at the 

same chronological frames. The families of the main heroines in both stories have 

rather average income and do not pretend to be rich and prosperous. Moreover, 

they have daughters who should be well married.  

The characters in one novel do much to help understand the motives of the 

characters in the other. Why is Mr. Darcy, the hero of the novel "Pride and 

Prejudice" - so nasty and arrogant at the beginning of the story? And both readers 

and main heroes consider him as an antagonist. And throughout we see the 

developing and disclosing of the deep nature of his character.  Austin explains 

this in the last chapters of the book, but it is not enough - in fact, the image of 

Onegin provides much more insight into the behavior of Mr. Darcy.  They are 

both two well-educated young men of their time in search of their masculine path 

and destiny.  



Love-lines in both novels are rather similar. In both we can see proud and 

selfish, rich and indifferent to true love men who hurt the women liked them 

rejecting to pay attention to them. But in J. Austen’s novel Elizabet Bennet turns 

to hate Mr. Darcy and consider him “the proudest men in the world”
1
 while 

Tatiana continues to love Onegin and does it even being married. For a while, 

men understand their mistakes and ask for love , Onegin once, and Mr Darcy 

twice. Onegin is rejected and finds him terribly regretting for losing an attempt to 

be happy with Tatiana. In J.Austen’s novel we can see a development of Mr. 

Darcy character after being rejected. And after all Elizabet Bennet falls in love 

with him as she realizes that he is ready to give up his proud for love. And her 

hate turns into love and the novel has a happy end.    

Why does Onegin refuse Tatiana? Why does Elizabeth refuse Mr. Darcy? 

This is stated briefly in Pushkin, and at length in the pages of Austen's novels. 

Both Pushkin and Austin believe that passion never accompanies happiness. 

Happiness, as described by both of them, is the union of reason and feelings, the 

companion of a person who has learned to control himself. The heroes of 

Austen's novels can obey an instantaneous impulse and throw themselves on the 

neck of their chosen one - but none of them do this, held back by reason. But the 

feelings do not allow the heroes to act too rationally and practically to the 

detriment of the heart's desire. The characters of Austin have a head and heart in 

harmony, they help each other and lead the characters through the hate and 

prejudice to a happy ending. But Pushkin's heroes do not have this harmonious 

unity of mind and feelings, so they do not find the happiness that we wish them.  

In conclusion, I would like to stress once again British and Russian 

literature especially written in the famous trend “Realism” has a lot of both 

similarities and differences. But the common element in every literary work is the 

unity in storylines of love and hate. It is the main theme which brings together 

most novels of this epoch.    

                                                           
1
 “Pride and Prejudice” J. Austen  
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