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The topic of our essay is the social activities of the First Ladies of Russia
and Britain - Nadezhda Krupskaya and Clementine Churchill.

The concept “the first lady’ originated from USA and it has been
integrated into other languages and it was used without translation to indicate
the wife of the nation’s leader.

Both first ladies under consideration came from noble but financially
suffered families. They got married their future husbands at the beginning of
their social careers and became their companions not only in life but also in
politics. Staying in the shadows of their powerful husbands first ladies were still
deeply engaged into social life of their nations.

Canteens for workers were organized by Clementine Churchill, she was
the President of the Young Women's Christian Association, Chairperson of the
Red Cross Aid to Russia Fund, and was awarded the Order of the Red Banner of
Labour. She was possessed as a highly-effective tool of British diplomacy and
an iconic figure to the British people.

Alongside with the first lady of Great Britain, Nadezhda Krupskaya stood
for high public office in both the Communist Party and the Soviet government,
escecially in the fields of education. During her career she was a member of the
collegium of the People’s Commisariat of Education, a chairwoman of the
Soviet Union’s Education Committee, the government minister and a full
member of the Central Committee of the Party.

It was Clementine who played a vital part in cementing shaky relations
between the Allies in World War II. While it was Krupskaya who stood at the
source of educational science in the USSR.

What we have done in our essay is that we have searched for the real
contribution of the first ladies of two great countries to their husbands and their

nations on the whole.



+

The topic of our essay is the social activities of the First Ladies of Russia
and Britain - Nadezhda Krupskaya and Clementine Churchill. Why did we
choose this theme? The answer becomes obvious if you look at the following
photo. In this picture you can see a monument dedicated to Nadezhda
Krupskaya (pic.1), a revolutionary, a wife of Vladimir I. Lenin, and a prominent
member of the Soviet educational bureaucracy. The fact is that for a long period
of time our pedagogical college was named after Nadezhda Krupskaya. The
administration and the students of the college strongly believed that her
contribution to the system of Russian pedagogic could not be overestimated. So
statue was built in front of the main building of the college in 1978. The
important thing is that the installation was funded not only by the authorities but
by the students of the college who were united by working at the Otradnoye
farm, earning not just food or money but the ability to make an important
contribution to the construction of Krupskaya’s monument.

Among those volunteers was a grandmother of our student Viktoriya
Slyozkina (pic.2) — Ivanova Natalia Evgenievna (pic. 3). She recollects being a
college student at that time and stresses that Krupskaya’s statue represents not
only studying hard, getting A’s on exams, winning competitions but also
working on the farm, making friends, becoming strong and happy (pic. 4).

Viktoriya’s grandmother says: “I am filled with joy when I realize that
everything was done for a reason. Every morning hurrying to the college classes
my granddaughter passes by the monument to Nadezhda Konstantinovna
Krupskaya. And I hope that, like forty years ago, a new generation, new
students, will be able to achieve their goals, will work, dream and create, will be
worthy of the heritage of Krupskaya.

Let us consider what heritage this is and which similarities and
differences it has with another outstanding woman’s social activities —

Clementine Churchill, the first lady of Great Britain.



First of all, let us define what the term “the first lady’ is. This term came
from USA and by the 20th century it has been integrated into other languages
and it was used without translation, for the wife of the nation’s leader. In spite of
the fact that the first lady’s role has never been officially defined she figures
prominently in the political and social life.

Both first ladies under consideration were born into noble but financially
struggling families. Not only Nadezhda but also Clementine had suffered
emotionally difficult childhoods. Despite all mentioned facts they were
educated, ambitious and what is more fearless. Hardships in their early life
equipped them well for their future role at their husbands’ side.

According to some historical sources, Krupskaya first met her future
husband, Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov (later known as Vladimir Lenin), in 1894 at a
discussion group and was impressed by his speech. Both of them express respect
and admiration for each other’s works. Though exactly these works and follow-
up political activities became the reason for their arrest and exile to Siberia. So
Nadezhda Konstantinovna could join Vladimir Ilyich only as his official wife
(pic. 5).

As for Clementine, she first met Winston in 1904 at a ball in Crewe
House. In March 1908, they met again at a dinner party. They discussed history,
biography, and philosophy. He realized she was a girl of lively intelligence and
great character. After a few months of meeting each other at social events, as
well as frequent correspondence, on 12 September 1908, Winston and
Clementine were married in St. Margaret's, Westminster.

Thus, two politicians found women who would be their partners not only
in life but also in politics, who would use their own talents to enhance their
husbands’. What does it mean to be a wife of a world-famous politician? Let
us consider the example of these distinguished women.

Traditionally first ladies are expected to figure in the political and social

life, but husband and children left Clementine Churchill little time for activities
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that were conventional among women at her social level. Clementine Churchill
held feminist views with accepting traditional social roles. Clementine had
always believed that her husband must come first. Though they had five children
(pic. 6), she spent little time with them. Instead the first lady supported her
husband firmly and threw her efforts behind him.

Still, Nadezhda Krupskaya and Vladimir Lenin never had children
because of the illness. Their marriage often considered to be a union of two
revolutionary enthusiasts and their relationship to be more professional than
marital. However, in her memoires Krupskaya pointed that they loved each
other passionately. She became a real assistant to her husband.

Predictably, both politicians trusted their wives who became their
valuable counsellors and companions. Along with being loyal and loving wives
in the shadows of their powerful husbands first ladies were deeply involved into
social life of their countries.

To start with, during World War I, Clementine Churchill
organised canteens for workers in the North East of London, for which she was
appointed a Commander of the Order of the British Empire.

Afterwards, during World War II, Clementine Churchill was the
President of the Young Women's Christian Association War Time Appeal and
the Chairman of Maternity Hospital for the Wives of Officers and Chairperson
of the Red Cross Aid to Russia Fund. Baroness had spent much of the war
heading a Red Cross campaign to raise funds for medical supplies and clothing
to be sent to the Soviet Union. The Aid to Russia Fund was a considerable
success, raising £7m with donors ranging from the king to thousands of Britons
who signed a “penny-a-week” subscription (pic. 7). Moreover, while touring
Russia near the end of the war, she was awarded the Order of the Red Banner of
Labour. Early in 1945 as the war entered its final months, it was decided that
Mrs Churchill should accept an invitation so doing the prime minister’s wife

found herself deployed as a highly-effective tool of British diplomacy (pic. 8).
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During the darkest days of World War II, the world needed heroes. It
found one in Winston Churchill, the statesman whose speeches helped keep
Britain and its allies going in times of hardship, deprivation and death.
Clementine worked tirelessly for numerous humanitarian causes during both the
First and Second World Wars, and received many honours and awards for her
work.

Then, in 1946, she was appointed a Dame Grand Cross of the Order of
the British Empire, becoming Dame Clementine Churchill GBE. She was
awarded honorary degrees by the University of Glasgow, University of Oxford.

In 1965, Winston Churchill died at the age of 90.That year; she was
created a life peer, with the title Baroness Spencer-Churchill, of Chartwell in the
County of Kent. She remained independent from major party affiliations, but her
declining health prevented her from having much of a presence in Parliament.
When Clementine, Lady Spencer-Churchill died in 1977, aged 92, she had
become a much-loved and iconic figure to the British public.

Alongside with the first lady of Great Britain, Nadezhda Krupskaya held
high positions in both the Communist Party and the Soviet government,
particularly in the fields of education. She became a member of the collegium of
the People’s Commisariat of Education. In 1920 she became a chairwoman of
the Soviet Union’s Education Committee and was the deputy education
commissar (government minister) from 1929 to 1939. During the Progressive
Period of Soviet education from 1920 to 1931 it was Nadezhda Krupskaya who
was one of the leading advocates of the system of instruction called the
complex.

After the death of Vladimir Lenin in January 1924 Krupskaya released
Lenin’s notes address to the Bolshevik party. The piece that Krupskaya
presented was a part of the legendary “Lenin will”. This document contained

Lenin’s ideas about the future of the country and his private opinion about each



members of the Politburo. This information could have undermined the position
of the first people of the country, particularly Joseph Stalin.

Krupskaya went on to serve as a full member of the Central Committee
of the Party from 1927 until her death in 1939.

The arguments we have presented suggest that Nadezhda
Konstantinovna Krupskaya was an outstanding stateswoman and a party activist,
as long as a wife and companion of Lenin. Whereas Clementine Churchill was
not a party activist, but behind the scenes, she also did huge amounts to keep the
home front going while Winston focused on what was happening overseas.

It was Clementine who played a vital part in cementing shaky relations
between the Allies in World War II. While it was Krupskaya who stood at the
source of educational science in the USSR. Her pedagogical legacy embraced
practically all aspects of education policy, from the basic principles for the
organization and management of schools, the content of education and teacher
training, to adult education, eradication of illiteracy, and children’s and youth
movements.

“Give me four years to teach the children and the seed I have sown will
never be uprooted” [4] is a quotation of Russian political leader Vladimir Ilyich
Lenin cited in 1932. He believed that the future of Communism in Russia,
whatever the future may be, was in the hands of the children. So it is not
surprising that his wife, Nadezhda Krupskaya was fundamental in the
development of Komsomol and the Pioneer movement (pic. 9) as well as the
Soviet educational system itself.

“We shall fight on the beaches. We shall fight on the landing grounds,
we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we shall
never surrender.” [2] — These are the words of Sir Winston Churchill, Prime
Minister of the United Kingdom, to his radio audience in 1940. He spoke about

Britain’s evacuation of Dunkirk but he could just as easily have meant his wife,
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Clementine, the woman who helped her husband conquer two world wars — and
his personal demons.

“Cherchez la femme” is a French phrase which may come to mind of
some attentive readers of the qoutes above. The expression comes from the
novel The Mohicans of Paris published by Alexandre Dumas and literally means
'look for the woman'. This is what we have done in our essay — have searched
for the real contribution of the first ladies of two great countries to their

husbands and their nations on the whole.
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Pictures

Picture 1. The statue of Nadezhda Krupskaya in front of the main bulldmg of the

college
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Picture 2. The students of our team — Serdyukova Arina, Mayorov Daniil,
Mikhaylova Kristina. Pershin Dmitriy



Picture 3. The diploma of the grandmother of our participant, Slyozkina
Viktoriya

Picture 4. The students of primary school department (Ivanova N. on the left)
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Picture 6. Mrs. Winston Churchill, with her daughters Mary and Sarah, after her

investiture by the Queen at Buckingham Palace, where she became a Dame of
the British Empire, 1946. (Credit: Hulton-Deutsch Collection/CORBIS/Corbis
via Getty Images)
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Picture 7. Clementine Churchill surveys a graph of her Aid to Russia Fund
in 1944. J. Wilds / Getty Images

Picture 8. Clementine Churchill arriving in Leningrad in 1945 (Photo: HMG)






Screenshot from the official site of the college
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