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Thesis

1. How did Russian art spark my interest in exploring the image of
England of the 18" i 19" centuries? The works of the artist Roman Lyapin
and the poet Konstantin Batyushkov made me think about how Russian
travellers had described England in th& 189" centuries.

2. How did information on England start to appear in Russia?In the
18" century he growing interest in England urged Russian writers, historians,
scientists and military figures to travel there. The number of travel memoirs
devoted to Englad and published by different Russian travellers gradually
increased.

3. What was the image of England in the old timesZngland was a rich
maritime country and the center of overseas trade. The development of industry
resulted in the struggle between thmurgeoisie and the English aristocrdoy
leading power in the country.

4. What were Englishmen like? English peoplewvere some kind of a
special race being different from other European nations by their neatness,
highly developed sense of patriotisngitarnity, spirit of enterprise, sharp mind,
charity activities and respect for the past.

55.How did English i nhabitants influ
influenced by climate? The views of Londordescribed in dark and gloomy
coloursreflected the sullen character of its inhabitants. At the same time, the
sullenness of English people was believed to result from overcast and foggy
weather.

6. Does the image of England of tha8" i 19" centuries help perceive
this country nowadays? The image of England built up in the 18 19"
centuries still has a significant impact on perception of this country and attracts

Russian people these days.



How did Russian art spark my interest in exploring the image of
England of the 18" i 19" centuries?

Last autumn,| visited the exhibitionof paintings by the Russian
contemporary artistRoman Lyapinin SaintPetersburg. While admiring
magnificent paintingsllustrating famousEuropean citiesl set eyes orsome
London dedicated picture®©ne of the canvases depictafestminster Abbey
wrapped in the darklue hazefaintly pierced by the golden rays of the siu.
that moment, | recallethe lines of the poeniThe Shadow of arFi e byd 0
Konstantin Batyushkowapoet of the 18 century:
| wasleaving the foggy Albion shore,

Seemed tarownin lead-coloured waves.

| surprisingly noticed thatthe representatives of different centuries had
emphasied the same distinctive feature tfis mysterious countryfoggy
weather | wondered how Englandad been dscribed by Russian travellers in
the 18"1 19" centuries.

How did information on England start to appear in Russia?

As it turns outRussiandiave a centurie®ng history ofvisiting England.
Initially, travelling to this countryas unpopulay since its resorts weneot as
fashionable and famous as European ob@sdon could not compete with Paris
in terms of entertaiomaeantaandanemakne
to Russian peopléMoreover,travellers usually took a shdrip to Englanddue
to theirpoor knowledge of English.

Traveling to Englandstarted to gairpopularityin the 18" century,and
Russian writershistorians,scientists and military figuresent travellingthere.
However not so manytravelers wrotetheir accounts of the journag those
days. Nikolay Karamzin Russian historian and journalisg consideredto
pioneer Russiantravel literature After extensive travel in western Europe,

including EnglandNikolay Karamzind e s cr i bed hi s Letiesr es s i



of a Russian Travellérwhich werefirstly publishedin 17917 1792.Over the
following decades, the number dfavel memoirsdevoted to England and
written by differentRussiantravellersgradually increasediTh e f oggy Al b
took oncertaindistincive featuresdescribed n t r alare$ dnc skeiches

The image of a new countwyith its unique way of development atite, which

wasunlike all other European countries, appeared in Russia.

What wasthe image ofEngland in the old times?

In the 18' centuryEngland was considerediah maritime country, and
London was the richest city in the world, the center of politics, business life and
trade. Craft activitiesthrove in the English capitaland main industriesvere
concentratedn the northvestern and central countieAccording to Nikolay
Karamzin England wasthe center of overseastrade, and there wereno
Europeas an English rich merchant could envy. English goods mad#ottt,
wool, silk and steel were famous fineir good quality It was a leading country
in terms of inventivadeas and manufacture of higiality machinessuch as
weaver o6s | ooms, m@dchanebwildlingleguipnient.ma c hi ne s |

According to the writer Pavel Sumarokqvthe prosperity of England
resulted fromstable laws andunlimited freedom withoutanyrestrain A lot of
Russian travellers often wrote abofreedom of expressiorEnglishmen
practiced Only in England did the tendendy originality and respect for odd
individuals develop to the full. In this countryzobodyfelt obliged togo the
same way sithe vast majority of people

At the same time, together with the developmenndiistry in Englangd
the bourgeoisieexpanded itsnfluenceand, as stad byPavel Sumarokoywas
the most importantlass which enjoyed every respect.

The Englisharistocracy did not want tolose its leadingpower and
actively participated in businesspmmercial andndustrial activities, colonial

expansionand played the role gdhilanthropists According tothe professor of


https://wooordhunt.ru/word/without

Moscow UniversityYaroslav Linovskywho had beerstudying agriculturein
Englandfor several months, an English aristodnatl toencouage every desire
for fine artsand usefullabour by buying works of artawading grantsto the
people whalid well inscience, art, etc.

Russian travellersvere struck not only by the luxury andwealth of the
aristocracy but also by thepoverty of English peopleAs staed by Pavel

Sumarokoythe English society wasmixture of the rich and sufferingazarus

What were Englishmenlike?

Since a country is always associated with its inhabithmsuld like to
pay special attention to the image of a typical EnglishrRaissian travégrs of
the 18" i 19" centuriesalso describe in detail the peculiariéis of English
peopl e d sandifd ia ordectd understand timation betterAfter visiting
England in 1846the poetAnton Delvig wrote thatthere werea lot of tall and
healthy peopk amongLondon residentslt was some kindof a special race
being different from other Europeamations full of moral and physical
strength.

The first thing that caught the eye of Russteawvellers while visiting
Engl and was cl ear organi sat i oRavelof
Sumardov was struck ¥ the fact thateach andevery thing had its purpose,
everything wentike a woundup clock.Russian travellers alsmphasisethow
comfortableEnglish houses were arrangadd how extraordinary clearthey
werekept. According to the scientisandrey Glagay, neatnessof the English
caught his eye at every step in Londoand showedin their dress, table,
decoration of houses and everests.

At the same time, almost evemussiantraveller noted the highly
developed sense ghtriotism of English peoplevho liked to brag about their
fatherland and beingorn in EnglandThis resulted inslow spread of foreign

languages across England, and those who knew them did not wanindhese



speech As statedby Nikolay Karamzin all the well-bred Englishmen rkew
French, but didnot want to speak itNot only their nativelanguage didhe
inhabitants of England prefebut also everything of their own to someone
e | s @hie sountryimported only the goods thelid not havan Englandfrom
overseas countrie$he rejection of overseas things developed aaatempt for
all foreignerswhich the Englisttalledfin o b | e. pri de o

Associated with thoughtfulness and restraint in expressing fegelings
taciturnity was also considered naindispensable qualityof a typical
Englishmanlin coffee houses\likolay Karamzinoften saw twenty, thirty people
sitting ina deep silence, reading newspapers, drinking red Portuguese wine, and
it was good if someone coulekar at least two words i IninutesWas it any
wonder that the English werlamous for their profundityof philosophical
thought® They hadtime to think However, the taciturnity of English people
was sometimesinterpreted as unfriendliness aradlack of courtesy.The
unfriendlinessof the English, their grudgingespect, similar to rudeness, were
highlightedby the military historianDmitry Milyutin. Many travellers regarded
Engl i s hmen 0 s mmendattonas proof of ther aloofne3se door
of their house wadocked to everone whohad comewithout a letter of
recommendationOn the contrary, English hospitality was showm the full
aftertherecommendation.

However, the inhabitants of England were famous not only for their
seriousness and restraint, but also for tkgirit of enterprise. According to
Dmitry Milyutin, they took moneyor evey little thing, for every steplheir life
went on in continuous activity: everyone lived for work and worked forTife
businesslike charactenf Englishmen was associated with thaibility to
appreciate time

Great profundity and depth have lohgen attributed to the English mind.
As stated byPavelSumarokoylocals werevise men, inventors and it waso

coincidence thgbhilosophy, astronomy, mathematamsveloped in England



Some Russian travellers attributed the deepesiect for the pastand
observance of traditionsto the virtues of English peopl&he writer Nikolay
Grech noted that the English cherished traditiohenoed the codeand were
afraid of changes

Charity playedanimpot ant r ol e i nNik&aygdramamh me n 6
wrote that the English liked to do goodurprise withtheir generosityMany
Russian travellers spokeords of praise about English charitable institutipns
hospitals since they were all supported by private donations,bgathe state.
According to Pavel Sumarokyv, charitable institutionsbrought honor to

England.

How did Englishi nhabi t ants | newangdweree Lond:
influenced by climate?

Russian travellersften wrote that the views of Londonthe most often
visited cityin those daysreflected the sulkysullen characteof its inhabitants
Dmitry Milyutin alsomentionedhe gloominessof London in his diaryMost of
London streets with #ir old buildingswere described in dark and gloomy
colours evoking some kind of sadness. Foreigners were amazed by the boring
featureless view dbrick buildings, the tediousegular shapef squaresMany
Russian travéérs explaied the sullennessf English peopldy the climate of
the country. According to Nikolay Karamzin's description groves parks,
gardens everything wasovered withfog, darkness, smokeof earthy brown
coal.Rarely didthe surshine through the clouds for a brief tinsndit washard

to live without it.

Does the image of England of the18i 19" centurieshelp perceive
this country nowadays?
The ethnic portrait of an Englishman and theerseimage of England

built upin Russia according to the descriptions of Russian travellers of fhie 18



19" centurieshave a significantimpact on perception dahis country and its
inhabitantghese daysThis mysterioussland natiorstill attractsRussians, who
find therea lot of amazing andnigue thingsdistinguishingEngland from other

European countries.
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Roman Lyapin, Westminster Abbey, London
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Anton Delvig, 1978 1831

Dmitry Milyutin, 18161 1912



Nikolay Grech, 1787 1867



