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Thesis 

 

1. How did Russian art spark my interest in exploring the image of 

England of the 18
th

 ï 19
th

 centuries? The works of the artist Roman Lyapin 

and the poet Konstantin Batyushkov made me think about how Russian 

travellers had described England in the 18
th
 ï 19

th
 centuries.   

2. How did information on England start to appear in Russia? In the 

18
th
 century the growing interest in England urged Russian writers, historians, 

scientists and military figures to travel there. The number of travel memoirs 

devoted to England and published by different Russian travellers gradually 

increased. 

3. What was the image of England in the old times? England was a rich 

maritime country and the center of overseas trade. The development of industry 

resulted in the struggle between the bourgeoisie and the English aristocracy for 

leading power in the country.  

4. What were Englishmen like? English people were some kind of a 

special race being different from other European nations by their neatness, 

highly developed sense of patriotism, taciturnity, spirit of enterprise, sharp mind, 

charity activities and respect for the past. 

5. How did English inhabitants influence Londonôs view and were 

influenced by climate? The views of London described in dark and gloomy 

colours reflected the sullen character of its inhabitants. At the same time, the 

sullenness of English people was believed to result from overcast and foggy 

weather.  

6. Does the image of England of the 18
th

 ï 19
th

 centuries help perceive 

this country nowadays? The image of England built up in the 18
th
 ï 19

th
 

centuries still has a significant impact on perception of this country and attracts 

Russian people these days.  

 



How did Russian art spark my interest in exploring the image of 

England of the 18
th

 ï 19
th

 centuries? 

Last autumn, I visited the exhibition of paintings by the Russian 

contemporary artist Roman Lyapin in Saint-Petersburg. While admiring 

magnificent paintings illustrating famous European cities, I set eyes on some 

London dedicated pictures. One of the canvases depicted Westminster Abbey 

wrapped in the dark-blue haze faintly pierced by the golden rays of the sun. At 

that moment, I recalled the lines of the poem ñThe Shadow of a Friendò by 

Konstantin Batyushkov, a poet of the 19
th
 century: 

I was leaving the foggy Albion shore, 

Seemed to drown in lead-coloured waves.  

I surprisingly noticed that the representatives of different centuries had 

emphasised the same distinctive feature of this mysterious country, foggy 

weather. I wondered how England had been described by Russian travellers in 

the 18
th
 ï 19

th
 centuries. 

 

How did information on England start to appear in Russia? 

As it turns out, Russians have a centuries-long history of visiting England. 

Initially, travelling to this country was unpopular, since its resorts were not as 

fashionable and famous as European ones. London could not compete with Paris 

in terms of entertainment and remained ñterra incognitaò, an unknown country, 

to Russian people. Moreover, travellers usually took a short trip to England due 

to their poor knowledge of English. 

 Travelling to England started to gain popularity in the 18
th
 century, and 

Russian writers, historians, scientists and military figures went travelling there. 

However, not so many travellers wrote their accounts of the journey in those 

days. Nikolay Karamzin, Russian historian and journalist, is considered to 

pioneer Russian travel literature. After extensive travel in western Europe, 

including England, Nikolay Karamzin described his impressions in his ñLetters 



of a Russian Travellerò which were firstly published in 1791 ï 1792. Over the 

following decades, the number of travel memoirs devoted to England and 

written by different Russian travellers gradually increased. ñThe foggy Albionò 

took on certain distinctive features described in travellerôs diaries and sketches. 

The image of a new country with its unique way of development and life, which 

was unlike all other European countries, appeared in Russia. 

 

What was the image of England in the old times? 

 In the 18
th
 century England was considered a rich maritime country, and 

London was the richest city in the world, the center of politics, business life and 

trade. Craft activities throve in the English capital, and main industries were 

concentrated in the northwestern and central counties. According to Nikolay 

Karamzin, England was the center of overseas trade, and there were no 

Europeans an English rich merchant could envy. English goods made of cloth, 

wool, silk and steel were famous for their good quality. It was a leading country 

in terms of inventive ideas and manufacture of high-quality machines, such as 

weaverôs looms, metalworking machines, machine-building equipment.  

 According to the writer Pavel Sumarokov, the prosperity of England 

resulted from stable laws and unlimited freedom without any restrain. A lot of 

Russian travellers often wrote about freedom of expression Englishmen 

practiced. Only in England did the tendency to originality and respect for odd 

individuals develop to the full. In this country, nobody felt obliged to go the 

same way as the vast majority of people.  

At the same time, together with the development of industry in England, 

the bourgeoisie expanded its influence and, as stated by Pavel Sumarokov, was 

the most important class, which enjoyed every respect.      

The English aristocracy did not want to lose its leading power and 

actively participated in business, commercial and industrial activities, colonial 

expansion and played the role of philanthropists. According to the professor of 

https://wooordhunt.ru/word/without


Moscow University Yaroslav Linovsky, who had been studying agriculture in 

England for several months, an English aristocrat had to encourage every desire 

for fine arts and useful labour by buying works of art, awarding grants to the 

people who did well in science, art, etc. 

Russian travellers were struck not only by the luxury and wealth of the 

aristocracy, but also by the poverty of English people. As stated by Pavel 

Sumarokov, the English society was a mixture of the rich and suffering Lazarus.  

 

What were Englishmen like? 

Since a country is always associated with its inhabitants, I would like to 

pay special attention to the image of a typical Englishman. Russian travellers of 

the 18
th
 ï 19

th
 centuries also described in detail the peculiarities of English 

peopleôs character and life in order to understand the nation better. After visiting 

England in 1846, the poet Anton Delvig wrote that there were a lot of tall and 

healthy people among London residents. It was some kind of a special race 

being different from other European nations, full of moral and physical 

strength.  

The first thing that caught the eye of Russian travellers while visiting 

England was clear organisation of  Englishmenôs everyday life. Pavel 

Sumarokov was struck by the fact that each and every thing had its purpose, 

everything went like a wound-up clock. Russian travellers also emphasised how 

comfortable English houses were arranged and how extraordinary clean they 

were kept. According to the scientist Andrey Glagolev, neatness of the English 

caught his eye at every step in London and showed in their dress, table, 

decoration of houses and even streets. 

  At the same time, almost every Russian traveller noted the highly 

developed sense of patriotism  of English people who liked to brag about their 

fatherland and being born in England. This resulted in slow spread of foreign 

languages across England, and those who knew them did not want to use in their 



speech. As stated by Nikolay Karamzin, all the well-bred Englishmen knew 

French, but did not want to speak it. Not only their native language did the 

inhabitants of England prefer, but also everything of their own to someone 

elseôs.  The country imported only the goods they did not have in England from 

overseas countries. The rejection of overseas things developed into contempt for 

all foreigners, which the English called ñnoble prideò. 

Associated with thoughtfulness and restraint in expressing feelings, 

taciturnity  was also considered an indispensable quality of a typical 

Englishman. In coffee houses, Nikolay Karamzin often saw twenty, thirty people 

sitting in a deep silence, reading newspapers, drinking red Portuguese wine, and 

it was good if someone could hear at least two words in 10 minutes. Was it any 

wonder that the English were famous for their profundity of philosophical 

thoughts? They had time to think. However, the taciturnity of English people 

was sometimes interpreted as unfriendliness and a lack of courtesy. The 

unfriendliness of the English, their grudging respect, similar to rudeness, were 

highlighted by the military historian Dmitry Milyutin. Many travellers regarded 

Englishmenôs custom of recommendation as proof of their aloofness. The door 

of their house was locked to everyone who had come without a letter of 

recommendation. On the contrary, English hospitality was shown to the full 

after the recommendation. 

However, the inhabitants of England were famous not only for their 

seriousness and restraint, but also for their spirit  of enterprise. According to 

Dmitry Milyutin, they took money for every little thing, for every step. Their life 

went on in continuous activity: everyone lived for work and worked for life. The 

businesslike character of Englishmen was associated with their ability to 

appreciate time.  

Great profundity and depth have long been attributed to the English mind. 

As stated by Pavel Sumarokov, locals were wise men, inventors, and it was no 

coincidence that philosophy, astronomy, mathematics developed in England. 



Some Russian travellers attributed the deepest respect for the past and 

observance of traditions to the virtues of English people. The writer Nikolay 

Grech noted that the English cherished traditions, honored the code and were 

afraid of changes. 

Charity  played an important role in Englishmenôs life. Nikolay Karamzin 

wrote that the English liked to do good, surprise with their generosity. Many 

Russian travellers spoke words of praise about English charitable institutions, 

hospitals, since they were all supported by private donations, not by the state. 

According to Pavel Sumarokov, charitable institutions brought honor to 

England. 

 

How did English inhabitants influence Londonôs view and were 

influenced by climate? 

Russian travellers often wrote that the views of London, the most often 

visited city in those days, reflected the sulky, sullen character of its inhabitants. 

Dmitry Milyutin also mentioned the gloominess of London in his diary. Most of 

London streets with their old buildings were described in dark and gloomy 

colours evoking some kind of sadness. Foreigners were amazed by the boring 

featureless view of brick buildings, the tedious regular shape of squares. Many 

Russian travellers explained the sullenness of English people by the climate of 

the country. According to Nikolay Karamzin's description, groves, parks, 

gardens ï everything was covered with fog, darkness, smoke of earthy brown 

coal. Rarely did the sun shine through the clouds for a brief time, and it was hard 

to live without it. 

 

Does the image of England of the18
th

 ï 19
th

 centuries help perceive 

this country nowadays? 

The ethnic portrait of an Englishman and the diverse image of England 

built up in Russia according to the descriptions of Russian travellers of the 18
th
 ï 



19
th
 centuries have a significant impact on perception of this country and its 

inhabitants these days. This mysterious island nation still attracts Russians, who 

find there a lot of amazing and unique things distinguishing England from other 

European countries. 
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