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Theses 

 

 

1. Humanity has been striving to learn the secrets of outer space since ancient 

times; at the present time, space exploration is going on. 

 

2. Yuri Gagarin became the first space explorer in the history of mankind, 

having won the title of hero and recognition throughout the world. 

 

3. Overcoming all obstacles in his life, Yuri Gagarin, inspired by the ideas of 

great scientists, managed to fulfill his dream of flying into space. 

 

4. The dedication and devotion to the homeland and people of the hero Yuri 

Gagarin is forever immortalized in history and sets an example for future 

generations. 

 

5. China enters the world arena in the field of space exploration, entrusting a 

responsible mission to the worthy candidate Yang Liwei. 

 

6. Еhe valiant flight into space of Yang Liwei made him an idol for the younger 

generation and brought him worldwide fame. 

 

7. After passing serious tests and incredibly thorough training, Yang Liwei 

became the best among all who dreamed of fulfilling the long-held dream of 

their people. 

 

8. Family support and the care of loved ones played an important role in the life 

of the first Chinese astronaut, who has a wide range of interests outside of work. 

 

9. It is impossible to assess the contribution of the heroes of Yuri Gagarin and 

Yang Liwei to the development of world science and their dedication to their 

work, which inspires people all over the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Space is a huge and mysterious world. And we really want to know all his 

unearthly secrets. The mysterious and starry sky has attracted people from time 

immemorial. Legends and myths about the origin of constellations and planets 

were born, beautiful names were given to them. In its irrepressible thirst for 

knowledge, mankind has overcome many frontiers that once seemed 

unattainable, and the earthly atmosphere is no exception. Only 60 years have 

passed since the first manned flight into space, and during this time the study of 

outer space has advanced far ahead. Reality is becoming more and more like 

science fiction - NASA, ESA and Roscosmos announced their plans to explore 

Mars in the coming decades. But all this would not have happened without the 

efforts of the discoverers. 

And not only the first, but also the most important step at the beginning of 

this path was made by Yuri Gagarin. His flight took humanity to a new stage in 

the era of space. The entire planet was fascinatedly listening to the simple 

signals of the Soviet satellite ISZ-1 from Earth's orbit. Gagarin made about one 

and a half thousand turnovers around our planet in three months of his flight. 

The announcement of the successful launch, flight around the Earth and return 

of the Vostok spacecraft with a man on board instantly flew around the entire 

globe. Now it is difficult to imagine the joy that gripped the population of all 

countries of our planet, who received this news on April 12, 1961. People went 

out to celebrate on the streets and squares of cities, towns, villages. For a short 

moment, by historical standards, this news united everyone. A simple Russian 

guy with his "Let's go" gave a ticket to mankind for the development of near-

earth space. Hundreds of people have traveled to near space since then. But 

Gagarin was the First. The whole world admired him.  

Yuri Gagarin was born on March 9, 1934. This was at a time when people 

only dreamed of taking a flight into interstellar space, as a result of which the 

planets and stars could be seen up close ... Gagarin had a dream to rise up above 



Yuri Gagarin, 1934-1968 

the ground and see everything from a bird's eye view. His favorite subject was 

Physics. Only this science could explain the flying possibility of planes. Yura 

was interested in everything related to flying. He loved his family. While 

studying at a vocational school, he sent his entire scholarship to his mother. 

Later he said: "... A person is rich when he 

spares nothing for others." It is a pity that 

today you can hardly find adolescents 

similar to Yuri Gagarin. Thanks to his hard 

work and dedication, Yura received a 

certificate of commendation and direction, 

which allowed him to enter a technical 

school without exams. Gagarin became the 

chairman of the physics and technology 

circle, at the meetings of which he got 

acquainted with the ideas of K.E. 

Tsiolkovsky. He became overcome by 

craving for flying, and in the fourth year he 

enrolled in the flying club at the pilots' 

department. Dreams began to come true. Later he was sent for further training at 

the Chkalov military aviation school. Without knowing it, Yura was 

approaching his dream. A.A. Rudnikov recalled: "It was typical for Gagarin to 

get to the truth at any cost, to sort out a tricky question ... He loved and 

understood jokes, and he endured failures and mistakes with amazing 

resilience."   

During the preparation for the flight, there was a rigorous selection of 

applicants who were experiencing a powerful physical and psychological stress. 

Gagarin's commitment to his dream helped him successfully pass all the tests. 



Yuri Gagarin, 12
th

 April 1961 

This flight was a huge risk. Technical innovations and devices could not 

guarantee a person the safety of life, they just gave confidence in their own 

abilities. The closer the day of the flight was, the more it frightened with its 

unknown. April 12, 1961 became a landmark day in the history of all mankind. 

The whole world was watching one 

single person who confidently walked 

towards the rocket. For thousands of 

years of man's existence on Earth, no 

one has ever soared so high ...Nobody ... 

Never ... One man made the dream of all 

mankind come true. Since then, 

humanity has advanced very far in the 

study of space. But would this have been 

possible without Yuri Gagarin? Yuri 

Gagarin stepped into the unknown. Great 

heroes will forever remain in the 

memory of the people of their homeland! Gagarin is a hero! He did a very 

important thing for the whole world. I'm proud to be his compatriot! 

Before the 2000s, cosmonauts from different countries used American or 

Soviet, and then Russian ships. But on October 15, 2003, the first Chinese 

spacecraft Shenzhou-5 flew into space, which was launched into orbit by the 

Changzheng launch vehicle. The first cosmonaut of the People's Republic of 

China - or a taikonaut - Yang Liwei flew around the Earth 14 times in 21 hours. 

Like many of his colleagues, Yang Liwei had been serving as a fighter pilot 

before he started his space career. In 1998, he was included in the training squad 

of astronauts in China, and then in the first group, consisting of 14 people. Later, 

the number of candidates for the upcoming flight was reduced to three, and only 

on the eve of the launch, the candidacy of Yan was finally approved. 



Yang Liwei, 16
th

 October 2003 

Yang Liwei, 22
nd

 January 

2018 

      On October 16, 2003, China's 

first manned spacecraft, Shenzhou-5 

successfully landed in the designated area 

of Inner Mongolia. Doctors and 

specialists in the field of space medicine, 

after a medical examination of the first 

Chinese astronaut, stated that Yang 

Liwei's health was good, all physiological parameters were normal. The 

successful flight of China's first manned spacecraft caused jubilation throughout 

the country. Cosmonaut Yang Liwei has become the idol of the Chinese youth. 

At the cosmonaut's homeland in the Northeastern Region, in Suichzhong 

County, Liaoning Province, the Сhinese celebrated the success of their 

compatriot-cosmonaut by organizing joyful events. His relatives were visited by 

correspondents one after another. And Yang Liwei's home school held a solemn 

ceremony and named the class in which the cosmonaut studied in his honour.  

Yang Liwei is 56 years old. As a military pilot, he flew 1,350 hours on 

attack aircraft and fighters. Yang Liwei's comrades-in-arms give him an 

excellent characteristic: "He is in good health, he 

is distinguished by a love of science, a 

willingness to come to the rescue at any moment 

and cooperate with others." In 1998, Yang Liwei 

was selected to join the first Chinese cosmonaut 

corps. Since then, he, along with 13 other first 

Chinese astronaut candidates, began to study 

hard, explore space, and conduct extremely 

serious training. Liwei was passionate about 

fulfilling the long-held dream of the Chinese 

people of a successful space flight as soon as possible. After five years of all-

round serious training, all the first 14 Chinese cosmonaut candidates had 



perfectly mastered the technical knowledge and professional skills necessary for 

astronauts, acquired excellent physical condition and underwent good 

psychological training. So why exactly Yang Liwei became the first Chinese 

cosmonaut to fly China into space? According to the Chief Head of the 

Cosmonaut Selection and the National Manned Space Flight Program, who is 

responsible for the systematic training of cosmonauts in China, Su Shuangning, 

Yang Liwei is a sober-minded person. He described it as follows: «All our 

astronaut candidates are great. They showed complete readiness for the 

conditions of work and life in space. However, Yang Liwei was one of the 

best». 

Yang Liwei has a happy family. Нis wife is a devoted and virtuous 

woman. After being married for over 10 years, she accompanied her husband 

everywhere and lived with her family in different parts of China. She never 

complained about an unstable life. Speaking about her husband's affairs, she 

said: «All members of our family support him. He is full of confidence in his 

work. And we have no right to deny him support." Besides studying and 

working, our astronaut's favorite pastime is playing basketball and ping-pong. 

Yang Liwei still demonstrates good success in the 100-meter sprint: - he runs 

the 100-meter sprint in just 11 seconds. He is also interested in lyric music and 

information technology. In the past years, he, like all his colleagues, returned 

home only at the end of the week, so he had very little time to spend with his 

son. But, obviously, his son is very proud of his father, and he has a vivid 

example of courage and dedication. 

To draw the conclusion, one can say that Yuri Gagarin and Yang Liwei 

are heroes who went down in history, who are devoted to their cause, not afraid 

to die, bringing benefit to their homeland, helping humanity to take a step 

forward on the path of mastering new horizons of science. I think everyone will 

agree with me that the growing and future generations of the whole world 

should know, remember and be proud of their heroes. I am confident that such 



people inspired, inspire and will inspire those who make it their goal to serve the 

world with a commitment to scientific discovery and achievement. 
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