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Speaking about education we should mention that a lot of words are 

written daily about the importance of this theme. Undoubtedly, it is the only 

valuable asset humans can achieve. It begins at home and then continues 

throughout our life. In different countries education has its own roots being 

similar in one point and unlike in another. I am a student of the college from the 

Moscow region decided to conduct a research work about the similarities and 

differences of education in Russia, the UK and Japan on the basis of reliable 

sources. These countries are absolutely different in culture, customs and 

traditions. But do they have anything in common concerning education?  I 

would like to find out the answer to this question comparing the systems of 

education in these countries. 

Education in the UK.  

 

First of all we have to mention the United Kingdom is formed of four 

constituent countries: England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales. In 

practice, this means some aspects of everyday life differ depending on which of 

these countries a person lives in. This includes the education system, which is 

governed by each of the devolved nations. But we will examine some general 

points. The education system in the United Kingdom is divided into four main 

https://www.expatica.com/uk/moving/about/introduction-to-the-united-kingdom-103152/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofBritain/The-UK-Great-Britain-Whats-the-Difference/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofBritain/The-UK-Great-Britain-Whats-the-Difference/
https://www.expatica.com/uk/living/gov-law-admin/british-government-103179/


parts, primary education, secondary education, further education and higher 

education.  

Generally, young Britons are required to attend Primary School from the 

age of 5. Actually, children begin school in September after their fourth 

birthday.  So, they will turn five in their first primary school year, known as 

Reception. This rule is mandatory for everyone. At this stage children learn 

English, mathematics, history, geography, music, industrial technology and the 

arts. At 11 a student will go onto secondary school and complete main stages. 

They begin to study mathematics and science. There are also optional subjects, 

which students can choose on their own, depending on what they like or what 

they want to do in future. It must be admitted students are thoroughly evaluated 

at the close of every stage. The assessment system in British schools is 

alphabetical: from “A*” (excellent) to “U “ (extremely unsatisfactory). 

From 14 to 16 students are preparing for the General Certificate of 

Secondary Education exam. That is the most important evaluation. Those who 

are planning to get to work, go to professional colleges. After 2 years of 

training, they receive Certificate of Secondary Special Education or Diploma of 

Secondary Technical Education.  

Those who are interested in further admission to the University, remain at 

school in the Sixth form. During this period from 16 to 18 students are preparing 

for the delivery of A-levels in selected subjects. They have the option to carry 

on further education for better education or finish school and get employment. 

The system of higher educational in the UK is considered to be one of the 

most advanced in the world – this is demonstrated by the world rankings of 

higher education institutions. Students from all over the world come here for the 

quality of education, ready to pay a lot of money for a diploma: a year of study 

in an English University costs from 10 000 to 25 000 pounds. Education in the 

UK is not for the poor people. 

Education in Russia 



 

In Russia children start attending school at the age from 6 to 8, that 

depends on the child’s readiness for learning which is determined by the parents 

themselves. So, it may occur in one class there are active 6-year-olds and 

children of about to turn 8 years old. But an average student is usually 

considered to begin schooling at the age of 7.   Russian school has 3 levels: 

elementary, secondary and senior.  

 

First step is elementary school which lasts from the 1st to the 4th grade: 

students learn basic subjects. It means they learn counting, reading, writing, 

music, drawing. In most schools the children also learn a foreign language 

beginning from the second grade. 

At the age of 11 the middle link or basic general education begins with the 

5th and finishes with the 9th grade. At this stage students begin to study a lot of 

new subjects. These are Biology, History, Physics, Chemistry, Geography, IT 

Technologies. It is a compulsory step.  

After finishing the 9th grade, pupils continue studying at a vocational 

school which offers programs of academic subjects and a study program of 

training in a technical field, or a profession. 

Students can have secondary general education which lasts two years 

from the 10th to the 11th grade. Having completed this stage, they are awarded 

the Certificate of Secondary Complete General Education. It allows students to 

enter a university or an institute. 



Higher education institutions offer a 5-year program of academic subjects 

for undergraduates in a variety of fields, as well as a graduate course. If a 

student finishes a graduate course and writes a thesis, he/she receives a 

candidate’s degree or a doctoral degree.  

Russia jointed the Bologna system in 2003 and left on April 11
th

 2022. 

The main features of the Bologna education option is that students are given a 

general diploma, which allows them to transfer to any other university 

participating the Bologna process.The system is characterized by the assessment 

of knowledge with the help of study credits. To get a master’s degree, students 

need to gain 300 credits, 180 credits are enough for a bachelor’s degree. When 

transferring from a university to a university, loans are transferred and in the 

master’s program, if the changed labor market conditions require it, it is possible 

to change the bachelor’s degree. The student can choose the courses and 

subjects that interest him/her. 

Russia’s accession to the Bologna Process was necessary to raise the 

status of Russian universities and establish cooperation with the countries of the 

world. Increasing the mobility of students made it possible to study by 

exchange, attracting foreigners to the country, who brought income to Russia 

through paid tuition. 

The education system adopted in the USSR did not assume that part of the 

student’s education would take place in a “non-Soviet” university, and even 

more so - to work abroad after graduating from a Soviet university. In the USSR 

there was free education, all students graduated from the university have jobs.  

The main reason for Russia’s withdrawal from the Bologna system was 

that Russian students could not get the advantages of the free education market 

that were declared. For example, in order to recognize a valid Russian diploma, 

in other countries it is required to affix an apostille or undergo consular 

legalization. Such conformation is not required only in countries with which a 

corresponding bilateral agreement has been concluded. 



Unfortunately, what way Russian education will follow in future nobody 

knows. 

Education in Japan. 

 

 

The Japan educational system uses a traditional approach to educate the 

students and impart the necessary skills and knowledge. Children who are 3 

years of age attend preschool or what is famously known as kindergarten. Here, 

children are encouraged to participate in extracurricular activities like dancing, 

singing, drawing, etc.  

After attaining the age of 6, the Japan education system makes it 

compulsory for all the children to be admitted into elementary schools to attain 

primary education over the span of 6 years, or until they turn 12 years. During 

this phase, the students are taught basic reading and writing techniques, 

Japanese language and literature, and subjects like Science, Mathematics, Social 

Science, Physical Education, Arts, Music. Compulsory education lasts for 9 

years through elementary and junior high school.  

College of Technology provides courses in engineering field, merchant 

shipping which lasts for 5 years. High School is for students aged from 15 to 18.  

It is not compulsory. Students can get higher education at Junior College and 

University. 

The topic I have chosen helped me to find out a lot of new and interesting 

facts about the educational system of the UK, Russia and Japan. Having studied 

https://leverageedu.com/blog/category/social-sciences/
https://leverageedu.com/blog/category/social-sciences/
https://leverageedu.com/blog/category/physical-education/
https://leverageedu.com/blog/category/arts/


the literature on this topic, I can conclude that the education systems in these 

countries differ from each other and have something in common at the same 

time. The main difference I found interesting between European and Asia 

elementary schools was the heavier emphasis on moral and ethics education in 

Japan. And one more thing seemed funny to me the school year starts on the 1
st
 

of April and ends on March 31
st
 of the following year while in Russia the 1

st
 of 

April is a Fool Day. Of course, the above mentioned systems of education have 

their pros and cons, but it depends on the students’ choice where to get 

education.  
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