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The greatness of a person consists of their inability to fit into the framework of

their time. (Evgeny Glushakov)

This veracious quotation clearly reveals the reason why some people
become popular overnight. Time and achievements are the greatest factors that
disclose the real importance of the personality for the human race. Sometimes
it is rather easy to understand someone’s tangible greatness, however, in the
majority of cases we can recognize it only centuries later. Taking into account
this fact, it should be stated that there are a lot of brilliant names which are
forgotten in the collective consciousness. Thus, this essay raises the issue why
some people have become popular outside our country and what they did to
become so famous and valuable in the course of history.

To be a world-renowned person is a rather complicated role if they are
not skillful musicians or outstanding actors possessing some important merits
and flawless reputation. Our country has a lot of significant historical figures
but most of them are not recognized all around the world because of different
reasons. Still, there are three prominent names which have become the great
examples of sheer audacity and intelligence not only in Russia but also abroad.

The first personality is Konstantin Tsiolkovsky who is one of the most
successful inventors and scientists of the 20th century. He was a man of great
will who started space industry in Russia and
made a lot of inventions and discoveries ahead
of his time. Unfortunately, most of his works
were not put into life in Russia, but they found
their application in the West. There are some
examples of his unrecognized inventions in the
Russian Empire. In 1887 Tsiolkovsky presented

a theory about building and operating airplanes

and airships but he was ignored and not heard by



the government and the community. However, in the end of the nineteenth
century Ferdinand Zeppelin applied some of Tsiolkovsky’s findings in
constructing the first airship in the world. As a result, a few years later his
brand-new machine started to be exploited in Germany, which put this country
in the first place in aircraft engineering.

It is worth mentioning that in the first quarter of the 20th century there
existed a considerable number of theories and books of various scientists about
space exploration and space flights, but it was Tsiolkovsky who shed light on
the principles of rocket building, and, consequently, became the most
respected person in this area of research. At that particular period the Russian
scientist gained more and more popularity in Europe thanks to sharing and
exchanging his ideas with foreign scientists. He wrote a lot of non-fiction
books about astronauts and some of his bright thoughts were similar to
German and American writers and scientists
contemplating on creating spacesuits, launching

space rockets, etc.

The first rocket model designed by K.
Tsiolkovsky

about space rockets and solved the problem of the rocket movement (the so-
called the Tsiolkovsky rocket equation) in an inhomogeneous gravitational field
and predicted the effect of the atmosphere on a rocket flight. What makes
Tsiolkovsky’s heritage even more valuable is his calculations on the necessary
fuel reserves indispensable for overcoming the forces of gravity and the
accurate description of the surface of the Moon 50 years before the landing of
the US Apollo 11.



As a consequence, nowadays Konstantin Tsiolkovsky is considered to
be the one of most influential founders of the space theory who made a great
Impact on history of space industry. He earned wide popularity for his unique
contribution to science, which is reflected in an article on the official NASA
website.

Another outstanding Russian figure is Andrey Sakharov, the first winner of
the Nobel Peace Prize from the USSR. His life
clearly shows all the inconsistency of scientific
activity in the Soviet Union, because he had been
one of the most eminent scientists in the USSR
before Stalin’s death. During the first part of his
life he was a national hero, who put a lot of effort
to help the USSR to win the Cold War, but when
he set his sight on the political intentions of his

own country, he tried to influence the

government’s  decisions. Unfortunately, the
situation instantly exacerbated and the country’s leaders turned his personality
into a traitor to the Motherland. What was the reason of such an
unsubstantiated alteration in the attitude towards this great inventor?

Andrey Sakharov was one of the first scientists in the world who created
a hydrogen bomb and also had a huge impact on the study of nuclear physics.
It sounds controversial that a person who created the weapon of mass
destruction, was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. However, one Soviet writer,
Roy Medvedev, supposed that Sakharov did not know a lot about the life of
the country and, therefore, was not able to understand the plans of the
government, so it may seem that he was living in his own world. Even so, the
situation changed in the beginning of the 1950s. Andrey Sakharov realized
that the USA and the USSR had created a weapon which was pernicious for
the whole planet. He tried to minimize the use of nuclear weapons as he felt
that the burden of the responsibility lay in his hands. For this reason, in 1963



he made an impressive contribution to the Limited Test Ban Treaty between
the United Kingdom, the USA and the USSR. After that event he always
attempted to protect political dissidents and change the government's attitude
to opposing views. Since that moment he had been one of the biggest
adversaries of the Soviet propaganda. Because of these actions he was sent off
into the exile in 1980 but during the «Ottepel» period he managed to return
home. Being an active participant of the political life of the USSR and
standing against the government’s dictatorship, the scientist gained wide

popularity in the whole world.

A. Sakharov at Congress of

People’s Deputies

Remarkably, a turning point in
Sakharov’s life was in 1988 when he had a meeting with Ronald Reagan and
George Bush. Another memorable moment happened the following year when
Sakharov took part in the first Congress of People’s Deputies of the USSR in
which he strongly criticized the country's participation in the Afghan war.
Overall, it should be highlighted that Andrey Sakharov was a symbol of
the struggle against repressive Soviet politics and the first person who did not
fear to talk in public.
It is not surprising that the name of Yuri Gagarin is
known in every corner of our planet as the first man
to go into space and start a new chapter in space
exploration. In Russia Gagarin is one of most
known non-political celebrity and everyone knows

about his undeniable achievement and feat of

endurance. Nevertheless, why is he so well-known



in Europe and the USA despite the fact that he was a USSR symbol of victory
in the space race during the Cold War? After the successful completion of the
space flight around the Earth he became a real hero for every person on the
planet and still remains an excellent example for modern astronauts. It is a
well-known fact that after his flight he went on a journey around the world
and even met the Queen of Great

Britain.

Yury Gagarin  meeting  Queen
Elizabeth Il in London

: Interestingly, he was invited to the
gala dinner at the invitation of Elizabeth Il. If Gagarin had not been recognized
all over the world, he would not have been the first Soviet person after the
World War Il to be greeted with mass processions. Despite this fact, Gagarin
remained the most ordinary and unpretentious person till his death. In his
honor, the Russian Federation submitted a petition to make the 12th of April
the International Cosmonautics Day. It was signed by 60 countries and
approved by the UN.

Evidently, Yury Gagarin will remain in our hearts forever. His
undisputed attainment sparks off passion for exploring the universe and its
mysteries. Through his courage and commitment he managed to show all the
best qualities of the Soviet people and change the attitude of the European
countries to the USSR.

On the whole, | tend to believe that in the course of history there are
only two groups of famous people: the one we cannot forget and the other who
we do not want to forget. This idea means that everyone alters the world in
their own way. Only with the passage of time the humanity can measure the
ameliorating effect of these changes. The three above-mentioned personalities

definitely tried to do their best to improve life not only in our country but also



in the whole world to make tomorrow better than today.
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