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Theses

1.

When you are asked about “Russian stars”, the names of either Gagarin or
Diaghilev usually spring to mind.

Popularity, especially worldwide, often requires “promotion”.

A real talent enevitably overcomes any conventional barriers and crosses
all borders, because it is universal in its nature.

Speaking about today’s world-class stars, | can but mention the Moscow
native hockey player Alexander Ovechkin whose activity on the ice and
openness to the world gave him a slightly crazy recognition.

People like Hvorostovsky (then), Matsuev and Netrebko (now) create a
world civilization and become citizens of the planet.

At present, the English language has become that very tool, which unites
different cultures.

Obviously, it is easier for representatives of other cultures to earn interna-
tional reputation in the areas that do not need translation.

Nevertheless, the list of authoritative literature thinkers includes such
Russian wordsmiths as Zamyatin, Brodsky, Bunin, Kuprin, etc.

Among these bright personalities who expessed their vision without tailor-
ing their art to the political demands of the government | would like to

single out Boris Leonidovich Pasternak.

10.As far as | am concerned, politics must be neither an engine nor an ob-

stscle to the promotion of real talent, because men of genius are a global

asset, whose role is to be a link between countries and continents.

11.1 dedicated my essay to famous compatriots whose fame is the result of

damned hard work, boundless courage, optimism, talent and charisma —
all that makes their names mega-popular; the same qualities make Russian
people respect and appreciate foreign celebrities as together they create

the very global culture that everyone now feels their native.



‘Talent will out, my dears...”

Freddie Mercury

When you are asked about “Russian stars”, which names spring to mind?
It is usually either Gagarin, whose first flight into space was followed by “a
small step for humanity”, having led to the International Space Station (ISS); or
Diaghilev, whose gift as an impresario united East and West, and who contribut-
ed to the emergence of a whole constellation of celebrities. Sergei Diaghilev’s
“Ballets Russes” helped artists, composers and performers to gain a high inter-
national reputation.

Popularity, especially worldwide, often requires “promotion”, and what
causes the liveliest interest is scandals. For example, Nabokov rose to fame with
Lolita. The plot itself and all the attempts to ban the release of the novel made
its publication an event and provided the book with huge circulations. The great
dancer Nureyev stood out for the way he fled his country and attracted public
attention both by the political scandal of that time and by his love affair. The
hype around his name eventually, among other things, contributed to the fact
that Nureyev gained international fame. Politics and love are typical driving
forces of scandal. The former in this sense is a universal component. Sometimes,
great people, regardless of their sphere of activity, enjoyed popularity not only
because of their gift, but also thanks to the propaganda machine that came to
their aid.

A real talent enevitably overcomes any conventional barriers and crosses
all borders, because it is universal in its nature. For example, Mikhail Baryshni-
kov, the great dancer, is neither a dissident, nor a political activist, nor a rowdy.
He fled to the West for pure artistic reasons in order to dance with Balanchine,
in search for new forms, creative freedom, opportunities, and a new self. (Pic. 1)
Not only did he show the wonders of the physics of the human body, but he also
brought American ballet to a higher qualitative level, raised the interest of the

general public in the art of ballet in principle and gave a fresh breath to modern
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dance. With the national medal of arts, honorary degrees from three universities,
among other recognitions and awards, he overturned the saying “You get worn
and torn in the place you were born.”

Speaking about today’s world-class stars, | can but mention the Moscow
native hockey player Alexander Ovechkin whose activity on the ice and open-
ness to the world gave him a slightly crazy recognition; first in the city for
which he broke his nose — back in 2008 he got symbolic keys to Washington —
then throughout the USA. (Pic. 2) Ovechkin became the eighth member of the
NHL’s 700-goal club and joined the all-time leader Wayne Gretzky, won the
Maurice Richard Trophy for the ninth time in 2019-20 and is already the great-
est goal-scorer of the 21st century, with a chance to become number-one in the
history of the League.

Sports results are not a decisive factor in Ovechkin’s success, his emo-
tionality and breadth of image are more important. This becomes obvious when
you see how many followers he has on social networks and the high level of
their involvement. On the ice, “Ovi” is brave, even intimidating, whereas in
communication on Instagram — touching and sincere. The athlete tells and shows
what he is striving for, so he is understandable and close to ordinary people. It is
noteworthy that Alexander managed to stand on a par with the world’s super-
stars in importance and success, while remaining a patriot. He always emphasiz-
es that he is “Russian to the roots of his hair” and the word “Homeland” has
meaning for him. In my opinion, such people glorify Russia beyond its borders.

Dmitri Hvorostovsky also spoke for Russia with his velvety voice. (Pic. 3)
“He graced our stage with genuine flair and generosity towards the public,” the
opera house’s music director Antonio Pappano once said. He flew over the
world like a comet, leaving behind an indelible, dazzlingly bright light that ig-
nited with many sparks in the souls of millions of fans. He was always and eve-
rywhere welcome! Opera vocalists are usually renowned for the beauty and

depth of their voices and the way they deliver themselves to the public. Their



strength and attractiveness lie in their ability to abandon themselves immersing
into stage action. Few people in this profession are endowed with an overall cha-
risma — those elusive and hard-to-explain qualities that turn a brilliant profes-
sional into a person close and dear to fans. Dmitri Hvorostovsky was, of course,
one of such artists. His dashing looks of a Russian epic hero contributed to an
unusually rapid career growth from a Krasnoyarsk Pedagogical College student
to the star of Covent Garden, the Metropolitan Opera and other best opera hous-
es in the world. Hvorostovsky’s sexy appearance and sensuous sounds turned
out to be groundbreaking for the strict genre of opera and made him a cult fig-
ure.

Dmitri met his first great success abroad. His rise to the top began in Brit-
ain in 1989, when he won the international vocal competition in Cardiff, leaving
behind the local favourite — Welsh bass-baritone Bryn Terfel. ELLE Magazine
once called Hvorostovsky “the Elvis of Opera.” Dmitri admitted that in his
youth in Krasnoyarsk he sang in a rock band, “It was the shortest way to win a
victory over girls’ hearts.” However, it was his commitment to the Russian folk-
lore, romance, wartime songs and the Soviet classics, such as “Zhuravli”, that
earned him unconditional love of his compatriots. Born in Russia, married to an
attractive Italian with French roots, and yet Britain became his home. Dmitri
lived in London, loved this city and took to heart those transformations, which
the British capital had been going through. People like Hvorostovsky (then),
Matsuev and Netrebko (now) can convince anyone who doubts that you do not
have to emigrate from Russia to gain recognition abroad; they create a world
civilization and become citizens of the planet.

| do not think there was a big difference between the representatives of
Russian and European cultural elite before the Revolution. All educated people
in Russia spoke English, French, and German fluently. Tolstoy nearly became
the first to receive the Nobel Prize in Literature, Turgenev was highly appreciat-

ed as a writer in Paris, Dostoevsky had a huge influence on Freud and many oth-



er bright minds. Then, there was a single multilingual culture of aristocracy. At
present, the English language has become that very tool, which unites different
cultures. It seems that every mature writer, such as Naipaul (Trinidad - Great
Britain), Coetzee (South Africa) and Rushdie (India - Great Britain), turns to it
to express their ideas.

Obviously, it is easier for representatives of other cultures to earn interna-
tional reputation in the areas that do not need translation — ballet (Karsavina),
sports (Starukhin), art (Chagall), music (Rachmaninoff), science (Kapitsa) and
engineering (Ipatieff). They use movements, sounds, colours or formulae to ex-
press their thoughts and feelings. Nevertheless, the list of authoritative literature
thinkers includes such Russian wordsmiths as Zamyatin, Brodsky, Bunin,
Kuprin, etc. who creatively expanded the outlook of foreign readers and ex-
plained how much peoples have in common and at the same time unique.

Among these luminaries who expessed their vision without tailoring their
art to the political demands of the government | would like to single out Boris
Leonidovich Pasternak. (Pic. 4) By the time when Doctor Zhivago (his only
prose novel) was completed, the establishment was solidly against Pasternak and
considered his work anti-Soviet. Under the threat of deportation, he had to re-
fuse the Nobel Prize in Literature for “important achievement both in contempo-
rary lyrical poetry and in the field of the great Russian epic tradition.” The novel
was highly appreciated abroad and now it is even included in the British curricu-
lum, but then it was bitterly critisised in the author’s own Fartherland. There
was a famous joke “I haven’t read Pasternak, but I condemn him.” Boris Le-
onidovich ended his life in a virtual exile in an artist’s community of Peredelki-
no near Moscow. He argued for the individual over the state, the heart over the
mind. His thoughts will always echo in people’s souls. The movie based on Pas-
ternak’s novel and shot by David Leanis verifies this best. Politics without ide-
ology serves as a spectacle and a backdrop for real life, glimmering in the cor-

ners of the film. Omar Sharif’s soulful performance, unparalleled scenery and


https://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/omar-sharif

wonderful music of the movie make a long-lasting impression on everyone, re-
gardless of their nationality.

In conclusion, | would like to quote the words of another Nobel laureate
“For the moral force ...” A. . Solzhenitsyn. In an interview to Le Figaro in
Paris he said, “One should not necessarily live in search of an external enemy.”
(Pic.5) Representatives of other cultures are not indeed carriers of hostile or
dangerous ideas. Most often, they bring fresh blood contributing to the scope of
their activities and inspiring others. As far as | am concerned, politics must be
neither an engine nor an obstscle to the promotion of real talent, because men of
genius are a global asset, whose mission is to be a link between countries and
continents. Here we can remember Nicholas Roerich, the painter and philoso-
pher, who drew up the first international treaty or Roerich’s pact in an attemplt
to protect the cultural heritage and property of all nations. (Pic.6) He created the
Banner of peace, with three united spheres against the white background as a
symbol of this document. It bares different meanings: religion, knowledge and
art, enclosed in a ring of culture; knowledge and love from one heart to another,
awaking the desire for Peace and Benevolence among people all over the world.

| dedicated my essay to famous compatriots (thinkers, cultural figures,
and athletes), who, each in their time, were able to contribute their gift to the
common heritage and win world fame. No matter what hype surrounds them,
their difficult life stories prove like nothing else that success did not come to
them by chance. Basically, their fame is the result of damned hard work, bound-
less courage, optimism, talent and charisma — all that makes their names mega-
popular; the same qualities make Russian people respect and appreciate foreign
celebrities as together they create the very global culture that everyone now feels

their native.
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