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           Opening my grandfather’s old photo album, I used to see photos of two men in 

astronaut suits. Every time I would ask him who they were and why kept those photos, a 

bright smile appeared on my grandpa’s face then he would start telling me a story of  

“two firsts in the Universe”. 

One of them was Yuri Alexeyevich Gagarin, Belarusian. In 1957, he graduated 

from the Chkalov 1st Military Aviation Pilot School and became a fighter pilot of the 

Red Flag Northern Fleet Air Force. In the same year, he married Valentina. In 1960, he 

was selected as an astronaut and joined the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. He 

died in a plane crash on March 27, 1968, at the age of 34. He was a Soviet hero, the first 

human to go into space. 

My grandfather used to say “let me take you on a journey back to 1965, when an 

event that is carved in the memory of many happened”. It was described as “the bustling 

Lenin Street in the center of Moscow, and look up at the first hero to fly into space - 

Yuri Alexeyevich Gagarin, who stands majestically at the base of the monument up, as 

if piercing the sky with his body. His eyes are spread far away, and the Earth at his feet 

is very small compared to the vastness of space. Gagarin's arms were slightly open, like 

an eagle about to fly high. Only by looking at him in this way can we express the 

infinite reverence for him in people's hearts”. 

In different cities in Russia, Gagarin statues of different sizes, shapes, materials 

and colors stand in many squares. Every year on March 27, people will come to the 

statue of Gagarin silently, walking on snow, bringing nostalgia and respect as an 

offering. This space hero who has won eternal honor for mankind, the former Soviet 

Union, and today's Russia is the great pride of the Russian nation. But his life suddenly 

and unexpectedly ended, making people who admire greatness of heroes and greatness 

of Space filled Spring of 1968 with tears and sighs. My beloved grandpa often 

exclaimed: “Gagarin, a name that makes the Russian March sky cry every time I look 

back!”. 

The other astronaut I saw in that old photo album, was Yang Liwei, a member of 

the Communist Party of China, received a rank of major general of the Chinese People's 

Liberation Army, and a super astronaut. In 1987 graduated from the People's Liberation 

Army Air Force Aviation University. He is the first generation of astronauts trained by 

China and the first person in China to enter space. 

Chinese "Gagarin" Yang Liwei completed his space mission with the Chinese 

dream. Became the first Chinese to enter space, when Shenzhou V spewed out the flame 

of victory, Yang Liwei, this plain and ordinary name, was engraved in the hearts of 

every Chinese. The mission symbolized a big step forward in China's space industry and 

played a milestone role. Since then, China has become the third country in the world to 

successfully implement manned spaceflight projects after Russia and the United States. 

China, known as a “homeland of rockets”, is finally able to independently carry out 

manned spaceflight activities. 



Now I know that, Gagarin was the first person to fly into space. In this historic 

108-minute space flight, he completed his first look back at the Earth on which we live. 

This heroic feat of Gagarin has become the eternal spirit and pride in human history. 

With his bravery, he proved the wisdom of human beings to the vast Universe, and also 

expressed the desire of human beings to explore the unknown. Yang Liwei, who flew 

into space on behalf of China, returned after 21 hours and 23 minutes. He endured a 

more unpleasant load impact than when he was launched, yet he overcame all 

difficulties and returned with glorious mission results. However, picturing both flights 

to the dark, bottomless entity, I believe that at the moment they look back at 

magnificent blue "global village", their hearts were filled with peace and calmness. 

Perhaps, being placed on a level exceeding that of their own countries, they were no 

longer having some personal, local wishes or desires as they were bound to something 

greater – responsibility for all humanity. Undoubtedly, they both are heroes of mankind 

and first people to walk in the Universe! 

There is a die-hard old aviation fan, a retiree who manufactures aerospace 

components in China, named Jia Lin, who had waited long time for the opportunity to 

meet Yang Liwei. And he did! It also happened that, Jia Lin is my grandfather’s name. 

For him, the record signed by Yang Liwei was actually a piece of precious aerospace 

data. This is a piece of audio data left by the former Soviet astronaut Gagarin when he 

first entered space on April 12, 1961. It is one of his “40 Purchased Records Collection” 

that my grandpa bought in the former Soviet Union years ago. 

Over the years, the reason why he treasured that record is because he had an idea to 

leave the name of China's first astronaut in space on this record, and, sadly, this wish 

has not been realized until today. This record has witnessed two firsts in the history of 

space: the first man on earth to enter space, and the first Chinese to enter space, so the 

significance of this signature is beyond extraordinary.  

Similar to the wonderful fate in the old photo album that was cherished by my elder and 

was an object I used to spend hours just by examining faces looking at me from those 

old yellowish photos, China and Russia share and cherish good history of cooperation. 

Relationships between the two countries has changed from "mutually regarded as 

friendly countries" to "constructive partnership" and then to "strategic cooperative 

partnership". Closeness is the most important group of bilateral relations in the world, 

and it is also the best group of major-country relations. That was possible because of 

two magnificent historical figures that changed the future of their countries. That’s what 

I learned from Jia Lin and will carry over to my children, showing them that old photo 

album and telling them a story of  “two firsts in the Universe”. 
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Yuri Alexeyevich  agarin (Ю рий 

Алексе еви  Гага рин) 

From March 9, 1934 to March 27, 1968), the 

Soviet astronaut, the Soviet hero, the Colonel 

pilot of the Soviet Red Army, was the first 

human to enter space and the first to see the 

whole picture of the earth form space. 

Yang Liwei, male, Han nationality, 

was born on June 21, 1965 in 

Suizhong County, Huludao City, 

Liaoning Province. 

Y. Gagarin and V. Gagarina, 

1957 


