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International migration today is one of the key aspects of globalization, 

the one we cannot ignore, since its scale and speed have increased tremendously 

for the last few decades. While we can observe many reasons for people to leave 

their countries, the most snowballing push factor is always war conflict. For 

instance, the political events of February 2022 have had a significant impact on 

human migration: according to various stastistics, about half of the residents of 

Ukraine (more than 4 million citizens) have fled to the neighboring countries of 

the European Union or Russia. 

Migration normally affects all social groups in a country: it can be forced or 

labour-related, migrants can "seek a better life" or flee natural disasters or 

persecution because of their race, ethnicity, political, cultural or religious views. 

Although the migration causes may be different, the greatest issue here is huge 

threat to state sovereignty. Therefore, migration has now become part of the 

foreign and domestic policy of every state.  

The current state of international migration is aggravated by the fact that it is 

almost impossible to estimate the actual numbers due to the illegal nature of 

migration and forgeries. According to the UN, the number of people living 

outside their country of citizenship in 2020 "...will reach 281 million in 2020, up 

from 173 million in 2000 and 221 million in 2010. 
1
 

International migrants of 2020 have made up 3.6% of global population. 

According to A. Guterres, the UN Secretary-General, migration is by its nature a 

positive phenomenon, which stimulates economic growth, reduces inequalities 

and contributes to the elimination of cultural, social, economic inequalities. 

Migration also stimulates demographic growth in some countries. However, it is 

fair to say that migration, on the other hand, may lead to political tensions, 

conflicts and human tragedies. Indeed, large numbers of people crossing 

national borders often build communities with unstable migration behavior on 
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the territory of the country of immigration, which subsequently arouses social 

tensions within countries and the rejection of migrants in society. 

The most popular country for immigration is the United States. There are about 

51 million migrants in the USA out of 330 million population, which is 18% of 

total number of the world's migrants. That is one migrant per every sixth 

inhabitant of the USA. Germany takes the second spot with largest number of 

migrants in the world (16 million people), followed by Saudi Arabia (13 

million), the Russian Federation (12 million), and the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland (9 million).  

Russian migration policy  

Russia is considered to be one of the top 5 countries for immigration due to its 

fairly welcoming migration policy. Migrants in Russia are a source of 

demographic growth and workforce inflow.  

Within the territory of Russian Federations foreign citizens and stateless persons 

are provided with a certain status. This status establishes the rules of their 

employment, social security and health insurance, retirement benefits and other 

aspects.  

During the development of a legal and regulatory framework concerning this 

field of legal relations, the legislator proceeds from the fact that foreign 

nationals shall be endowed with equal rights and obligations among themselves 

regardless of sex, race and nationality, or their property status. At the same time 

the principle of providing foreign nationals and stateless persons with the 

maximum rights associated with Russian citizenship is being developed. 

The list of normative legal acts regulating the legal status of foreigners in 

Russia, includes 'The Constitution of Russia’
2
 , the Federal Law "On the Legal 

Status of Foreign Citizens in the Russian Federation," "On Migration 

Registration of Foreign Citizens and Stateless Persons in the Russian 
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Federation," "On the Bases of Social Services for Citizens in the Russian 

Federation"
3
, "On the Procedure for Leaving the Russian Fed.’’  

Decrees of the President of Russia, which are issued on all issues within his 

competence (for example, the Decree of the President of Russia "On the Federal 

Migration System"), play a crucial role. 

    Canada's migration policy  

Another one international example of the world's most liberal immigration 

policies is Canada. This country has been attracting people from all over the 

world for a long period of time. Most of those who have been there at least once, 

have begun to consider permanent residency.  

For a long time, Canadian immigration policy was determined by the decrees of 

governors general and then the government. The huge influx of immigrants in 

1890-1910 made the government pass special immigration laws: the 

Immigration Act of 1906 and the Immigration Act of 1910. These laws 

encouraged people from Eutope to come to Canada in order to work for the 

growing country. Subsequent immigration acts were passed in 1952, 1976, and 

2002. Meanwhile, the government regulated immigration through executive 

orders.  

An important moment in Canadian history was the government's 1966 White 

Pages on Immigration. They proclaimed that the goal of Canadian immigration 

policy was demographic and economic growth. To achieve this growth, the goal 

was to limit the influx of unskilled workers into Canada and to attract 

professionals. In 1967, for the first time in the history of immigration policy 

worldwide, Canada adopted a point system for selecting immigrants. Since then, 

Canadian immigration policy has become one of the most effective in the world, 

and a role model for many countries. 

On July 28, 2002, a new Immigration and Refugee Protection Act came into 

effect in Canada, with new rules and procedures covering entry, stay and 
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departures, including application forms, visa types, fees and medical clearance 

requirements, and deportation procedures. In general, the new immigration act 

follows the basic principles of the Immigration Act of 1976, which has been 

amended more than 30 times since it was enacted. At the same time, the new act 

represents a modernization of Canada's immigration policy in the context of 

globalization and high-tech development.  

Conclusion. 

Considering the migration policies of the two countries, we can conclude that 

despite the rapid development and dynamics in terms of migration policy in 

Russia, there are some issues that hinder the qualitative development of the 

migration sphere itself and migration services. These issues mainly deal with 

bureaucracy complicating registration of labor and other documents for 

migrants. Today the problem of migrants' integration into Russian society is 

extremely acute.  

In our opinion, it is necessary to work out the following tasks to improve the 

efficiency of migration policy in Russia. First of all, it is important to revise the 

legal framework regulating the migration sphere. It is required to facilitate the 

procedure of obtaining citizenship and to improve the regulation of the status of 

refugees and stateless persons. Taking into account the possibility of developing 

a new migration law, it seems that the draft law should not contain 

contradictions and, furthermore, should not contradict the system of legislation 

as a whole. 
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