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Theses 

1. Yang Liwei, China's first cosmonaut, is often compared to Yuri Gagarin, 

the first cosmonaut in the world, as they have a lot in common. 

2. Yuri Gagarin is a talented, brave and intelligent man who was able to pass 

all the stages of selection for cosmonauts and make the first human flight 

into space, forever inscribing his name in history. 

3. Yang Liwei, like Yuri Gagarin, worked hard and was able to become the 

first cosmonaut that China sent into space under its own manned space 

flight program. 

4. Gagarin and Yang Liwei worked in complete secrecy before their 

departure into space, were subjected to the hardest tests during the flight 

and gained fame after it. 

5. Gagarin and Yang Liwei are the winners of awards, examples for the 

future generation, they are loved and appreciated all over the world, and 

they brought the title of space superpowers to their countries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Space is an alluring mystery that people have been puzzling over for 

many centuries. In the twentieth century, the USSR managed to realize the long-

standing dream of many generations of scientists and ordinary people – to make 

the first human flight into space. All over the world, the successful landing of 

cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin caused a real furor. Thus opened a new era in space 

exploration. The legacy of Soviet cosmonautics is great, and now the Russian 

Federation is already making strides in this area. 

The USSR is the first country to master the technology of independent 

manned space flights - it independently sent its citizen into space. It is rightfully 

considered the first space superpower. More than 60 years have passed since the 

flight of Yuri Gagarin, but only the USA and China managed to repeat the 

success of the USSR. China joined the ranks of superpowers less than twenty 

years ago, in 2003. The first taikonaut (from Chinese words "cosmos" and 

"navigator") became Yang Liwei, a fighter pilot, since 2008 Major General of 

the PLA Air Force. This person is often called the "Chinese Gagarin". 

Why is that? What unites these two people who have made their steps in 

the universe? Today we will talk about it. 

First, let's compare the biographies of Yuri Gagarin and Yang Liwei. 

Yuri Gagarin was born on March 9, 1934, in the village of Klushino in the 

Gzhatsky (now Gagarinsky) district of the Smolensk region. In 1941, the future 

cosmonaut went to the 1st grade, but his studies were interrupted by the Great 

Patriotic War. Yuri Gagarin was able to return to school only in 1944. After 

graduation, he went first to the vocational school of Lyubertsy, then to the 

Saratov Industrial College. At this time, Yuri Gagarin conceived to study at the 

aero club. These classes fascinated the young man very much. In 1955, Yuri 

Gagarin was sent to the 1st Chkalov Higher Aviation School of Pilots. After two 

years of study he served in the fighter aviation regiment of the Northern Fleet 

(Arctic). 



Yuri Gagarin was very hardworking and made progress. In 1959, the 

future cosmonaut wrote a report with a request to enroll him in a group of 

cosmonauts. After many tests and inspections by a special medical commission, 

Yuri Gagarin was declared fit for space flights. On March 11, 1960, the future 

cosmonaut began training. Already on January 25, 1961, Yuri Gagarin was 

appointed to the post of cosmonaut and awarded the qualification of "Air Force 

cosmonaut". 

Almost 4 months later, on April 12, 1961, the Vostok-1 spacecraft with 

Yuri Gagarin on board went into space. The legendary flight lasted 1 hour and 

48 minutes. Yuri Alekseevich returned a hero, forever inscribing his name in the 

history of mankind. 

The further life of the first cosmonaut was very bright, but, unfortunately, 

short. On March 27, 1968, Yuri Gagarin tragically died in a plane crash near the 

village of Novoselovo, Vladimir Region, while performing a training flight. 

For 7 years after his space journey, Yuri Gagarin managed to win the 

hearts of both Soviet and foreign citizens. The "Peace Mission" made Gagarin 

the most popular person on the planet in 1961. The cosmonaut visited 30 

countries, met with a huge number of people, including high-ranking persons 

(for example, Queen Elizabeth II of Great Britain). He was given gifts, he was 

inundated with interview questions. And everyone who knew Gagarin noted his 

incredible sunny smile and kind heart. 

Yuri Gagarin studied until his death. From September 1, 1961 to March 2, 

1968, the cosmonaut was a student of the Air Force Engineering Academy. On 

February 17, a month before his death, Yuri Gagarin defended his thesis project. 

Then he graduated from the academy. 

Yuri Gagarin was an incredibly brave and intelligent man with an 

indomitable will, a Hero of the Soviet Union and the owner of a huge number of 



international awards. He has been loved and appreciated all over the world for 

more than 60 years. 

Yuri Gagarin served as an example for future cosmonauts around the 

world. One of the successors of his work was Yang Liwei. 

This taikonaut was born 4 years after Yuri Gagarin's flight, on June 21, 

1965 in Liaoning Province. He was a diligent student and distinguished by his 

abilities in the sciences. Like Yuri Gagarin, the young man dreamed of flying. 

At the age of 18, right after school, Yang Liwei entered a military flight school, 

after which he became a fighter pilot, like Yuri Gagarin. 

In January 1998, Yang Liwei was selected for the first detachment of 

Chinese cosmonauts. In October 2003, Yang Liwei became the main taikonaut. 

So, on October 15, 2003, Yang Liwei's space flight began. Taikonaut 

spent 21 hours in orbit, making 14 orbits around the Earth. In the 40 years 

between the flights of Gagarin and Yang Liwei, science has stepped forward so 

much that it has allowed to increase the flight time by 14 times! 

Taikonaut returned to Earth on October 16, 2003. This event was widely 

covered in the press, and in its significance for China was equal to the 

significance of Yuri Gagarin's flight for the USSR. After the flight, Yang Liwei 

continued to move up the career ladder, and in June 2008, this taikonaut was 

awarded the rank of Major General of the PLA Air Force. In 2018, Yang Liwei 

served as Deputy Head of China's Manned Space Flight Program. 

After the flight, Yang Liwei, like Gagarin, visited foreign countries. For 

example, he was in Moscow at the Bauman Moscow State Technical University 

at a scientific conference. 

It is also worth noting that Yang Liwei was awarded the title of Hero of 

Space. This is a very important achievement, comparable to many awards of 

Yuri Gagarin. 



So, if we compare the biographies of these two great cosmonauts, we can 

see that Yuri Gagarin and Yang Liwei are united by perseverance and fortitude, 

which allowed them to surpass other candidates for cosmonauts. They trained a 

lot and endured the hardest trials. 

Let's take a closer look at the legendary flights and preparations for them, 

as well as compare them. 

So, China's first space program was opened just 5 years before Yuri 

Gagarin's flight into space. Soviet developments originate back in 1921. Of 

course, the experience of the USSR and Russia helped China to begin 

preparations for its first manned space flight. The Shenzhou-5 spacecraft, on 

which Yang Liwei went into space, is modeled after the Soviet Soyuz spacecraft 

(Yu.A. Gagarin was the understudy of the first Soyuz-1 pilot V.M. Komarov, 

who, unfortunately, died.) 

Yang Liwei, as well as Yuri Gagarin, underwent multi-stage training and 

was selected from a variety of candidates. 

The fact of the launch of Vostok -1 (Gagarin's spacecraft) was not covered 

in the press, since the probability of success was not one hundred percent. 

Chinese scientists also followed a similar tactic - they learned about Yang 

Liwei's flight, as well as about Gagarin's flight, only after its successful 

completion. 

It is very difficult to imagine what Yuri Gagarin felt during the selection 

for cosmonauts, what risk he took. The cosmonaut even left a farewell letter to 

his wife, which was planned to be given to her in case of an unsuccessful 

outcome of the flight. But the desire to help his country did not allow Gagarin to 

give up. This man's bravery knew no bounds, which is why he is so loved all 

over the world. 



The flight of Yuri Gagarin took place almost without incident, problems 

arose only upon landing (the ship deviated from the course.) During Yang 

Liwei's flight, an unforeseen situation occurred – the taikonaut experienced an 

overload of 8 g (the usual overloads of astronauts range from 1 to 7 g). 

Prolonged overload of such a value is close to the limit of a person's physical 

capabilities, respectively, is deadly. Fortunately, Yang Liwei experienced it for 

26 seconds and, despite the pain, was able to withstand it. 

So, from the above it follows that Yang Liwei needed no less courage 

than Yuri Gagarin to go into space, because, despite the fact that flights have 

become safer, the probability of an emergency situation and the risk remained. 

What unites these wonderful astronauts is their fame after space. Yuri 

Gagarin became so popular that a variety of gladioli was even named after him - 

"Gagarin's Smile". In his homeland in China, Yang Liwei is also very famous. In 

his native province, after the completion of the flight, a real celebration was 

arranged. Many schools and educational institutions were named after Gagarin 

(the Gagarin Lyceum is located in my hometown), the name of Yang Liwei is 

the school where he studied. Both cosmonauts were honored to give their names 

to space objects. Yang Liwei's name is an asteroid, and Gagarin's name is an 

asteroid and a crater on the far side of the Moon. 

And what about science? Both cosmonauts have written autobiographies, 

participated in various scientific conferences. Detailed reports of these 

cosmonauts about their flights have been preserved. 

So, Yuri Gagarin and Yang Liwei are legendary personalities. The first 

astronaut cut through the unknown with his incredible flight against the forces of 

gravity, and the second one confirmed the successes of mankind and brought his 

country the title of a space superpower. Their fellow citizens are proud of them, 

they are idols of millions of children who dream of space and stars. This is what 

unites Yuri Gagarin and Yang Liwei the most – they left a mark not only in 



space, but also in human souls. This trail is as bright as the Milky Way, and as 

endless as the universe. They united many generations of people and proved that 

nothing is impossible. 
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Приложение 1 

 

 

Юрий Алексеевич Гагарин / Yuri Alekseevich Gagarin 



 

Юрий Алексеевич Гагарин в Великобритании / Yuri Alekseevich Gagarin in 

the UK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Приложение 2 

 

Ян Ливэй / Yang Liwei 



 

Ян Ливэй после приземления, 16 октября 2003 г./ Yang Liwei after landing, 

October 16, 2003 


