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Theses: 

 

1. I went to college!” - one phrase, two subtexts in  Russia and in Great Britain. 

It's hard to imagine our teenager rejoicing to this fact with a lot of emotions and 

unaffected joy. At the same time teenagers in Great Britain never miss an 

opportunity like this. Why is there such a great difference between their 

attitude?  

2.  The polysemantic term "college " has a major  difference in its meaning in 

both countries (Russia  and Great Britain).  This perceptible difference  extends 

back to the history of this countries as well as to their cultural traditions. 

3. Vocational education and training - an important element in the concept of 

permanent  professional education in Russia. The demand for skilled 

practitioners is increasing every day. The country`s shortage of  these workers 

increases interest in getting a profession in colleges. This education ensures not 

only the acquisition of a specialty, but also creates conditions for the 

advancement of the individual in the educational system. 

4. Vocational education and training in Great Britain provides the full range of 

knowledge and skills necessary for a successful career in the chosen profession. 

5. The main similarity of getting a profession by college students in Russia and 

the UK is closely connected with the  integration of education in the modern 

world in spite of visible differences, the strengths and weaknesses of each 

system. The differences are in the cultural characteristics of countries and in 

people's mentality. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

“Your work is going to fill a large part of your life, and the only way to be 

truly satisfied is to do what you believe is great work. And the only way to do 

great work is to love what you do. If you haven’t found it yet, keep looking. 

Don’t settle. As with all matters of the heart, you’ll know when you find it.”   

Steve Jobs 

 

 I went to college!” - one phrase, two subtexts in  Russia and in Great 

Britain. It's hard to imagine that our teenager will rejoice to this fact with a lot of 

emotions and unaffected joy. At the same time teenagers in Great Britain never 

miss an opportunity like this. Why is there such a great difference between their 

attitude? Some people consider getting education in the UK more prestigious  

than the same education in Russia. But is it really so? 

According to the latest statistics, there are more than 3.6 thousand 

secondary educational institutions in our country and about 3.3 million students 

study there. If in the early 2000s only 10-12 percent of ninth-grade graduates 

entered college after school, today this figure reaches 60 percent. As can be seen 

from  all of the aforementioned the role of vocational education and training is 

high enough.  

Let`s imagine a teenager, he's just turned 16 and passed his exams, so not 

too many options there. He is trying to pursue his dreams and start an adult life. 

We'll pretend that he has a choice of two countries in which to do his Vocational 

education. He is going to be a student of a college. First of all, let`s  find out 

what does the word "college " mean? 

The polysemantic term "college " has a major  difference in its meaning in 

both countries (Russia  and the UK).  This perceptible difference  extends back 

to the history of this countries as well as to their cultural traditions.  

https://context.reverso.net/%D0%BF%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B4/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9-%D1%80%D1%83%D1%81%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/the+aforementioned


A college
1
 (Latin: collegium) is an educational institution or a constituent part of 

one. A college may be a degree-awarding tertiary educational institution, a part 

of a collegiate or federal university, an institution offering vocational education, 

a further education institution, or a secondary school. The Russian word 

“college” comes from France. And it`s originated from the Latin “collegium”, 

which means “commonwealth” or “fellowship”. In the English-speaking world, 

the word "college" is used so often and in relation to so many different 

institutions that it would be more accurate to say that the meaning of the word 

"college" means almost any educational institution: 

 a preparatory group at a school can be called a college 

 the school itself (secondary education) can be called a college 

 a language school can receive such a name from its founders 

 higher education institutions may be called colleges (for example, Trinity 

College Dublin in Ireland or University College London in the UK) 

 departments at universities may be called colleges 

 vocational educational institutions can also be called “colleges” 

The analogue of our secondary vocational education in the UK (which teenagers 

go to after 9th grade) are college programs that award HND (High National 

Diploma) and/or BTEC (Business and Technology Education Council) - these 

are professional qualifications that are considered as the equivalent of complete 

secondary education + “a little more”... 

 Meanwhile vocational education and training - an important element in 

the concept of permanent  professional education in Russia. The demand for 

skilled practitioners is increasing every day. The country`s shortage of  these 

workers increases interest in getting a profession in colleges. This education 

ensures not only the acquisition of a specialty, but also creates conditions for the 

advancement of the individual in the educational system. 

Taking into consideration all of the above  we can suggest that Russia can 

                                                      
1
 https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/College 

https://www.multitran.com/m.exe?s=take+into+consideration&l1=1&l2=2


greatly benefit our teenager future prospects by offering a unique blend of 

cultural heritage, technological advancement and educational opportunities. 

College is our best bet. It can be a home of vocational training. You'll study here 

for an average of 2 or 4 years.  There are many professions that offer on-the-job 

experience as well as "behind the desk" training. Moreover, Russia's vocational 

education system is also renowned for its technical focus. Teenagers will have 

access to state-of-the-art facilities and equipment, enabling them to stay at the 

cutting edge of technological advances in their field. If  we're looking forward, 

after graduating college  students can get a diploma that entitles them to work in 

their chosen profession. Besides that, they will also be able to take part in further 

training courses at college to gain a higher level of qualification and skills 

needed to perform the sort of jobs today's global and competitive world 

demands. 

However, there is a downside,  that not all students are free of charge, a 

good school-leaving certificate is a prerequisite for a budget place. Those who 

can't boast such a qualification will have to enroll on a commercial basis. We 

should also bear in mind that not every college will allow you to strike between 

work and study. One should not interfere with the other. You'll have to work 

nights.... 

 It`s high time to probe deep into vocational education and training in 

Great Britain. It goes without saying  that education in this country provides the 

full range of knowledge and skills necessary for a successful career in the 

chosen profession. There are two types of vocational colleges: Colleges of 

Further Education and Colleges of Sixth Form but not all of them are state. They 

provide vocational training and represent an intermediate step between school 

and university. The curricula of these colleges are focused primarily on practical 

preparation for professional activities. An average time of studying range from 

one to five years and it depends on the type of educational institution. Studying 

here a teenager  can get One-Year Certificate after one year of full-time study. 

https://context.reverso.net/%D0%BF%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B4/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9-%D1%80%D1%83%D1%81%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/downside


After two years the student receives a National Certificate, after three - a 

National Diplom.  

We must admit that the main similarity of getting a profession by college 

students in Russia and the UK is closely connected with  the  integration of 

education in the modern world in spite of visible differences, the strengths and 

weaknesses of each system. The differences are in the cultural characteristics of 

countries and in people's mentality. Both countries work with employers to 

provide graduates with employment opportunities.  Such professions as car 

mechanics, chefs, welders and many others any teenager can acquire in both 

countries. British colleges offer practical experience known as NVQs, which is 

also available in Russia but it is called differently. The key point is that gaining 

a secondary vocational qualification is possible regardless of which country you 

study in.  

Trying to find the best place to study in for a teenager, we  studied 

idiosyncrasies of getting a profession by college students in Russia and the UK 

from the ground up.  But now you know for sure that the best place to study is 

where you feel comfortable.  

«You are always a student, never a master. You have to keep moving forward». 

                                                                                                           Conrad Hall 
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                                                       Pic.1  What should I choose……..? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

 

    



 

   RUSSIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   
                  Pic.2   The main peculiarities of  Vocational education and training in Russia. 
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Pic. 3  The main peculiarities of  Vocational education and training in Great Britain.   
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