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Plan:
1. College Admission Rules in Russia and in the UK.
2. Features of Education in Russia and the UK
3. Opportunities after graduation.
Theses

Secondary vocational education is very popular both in Russia and in the UK.
But what is the difference between getting a degree in these countries? Let's start
from the very beginning — with admission. In Russia, vocational education can
be obtained after the 9th grade of basic or 10-11 grades of secondary basic
education. Secondary vocational education is provided by technical schools
(basic training) and colleges (advanced training). They can be a separate
educational institution, or they can be an integral part of universities. For
admission, you need a passport, a certificate with grades, an application for
admission to college, a medical certificate in the form 086/y. Sometimes a
compulsory medical education policy and an INN is required. In some

institutions, it is necessory to take an additional exam and/or portfolio.

In the UK, after graduation, you can enroll in an academic or professional
secondary education program. Academic programs prepare students for
admission to higher education institutions by developing analytical and critical
thinking. Professional programs are focused on obtaining the knowledge and

skills necessary for work.

There are several types of educational institutions for vocational education in the
UK:

1. Schools.
They offer secondary special education programs.

2. Sixth grade Colleges.



Colleges provide students with an academic specialty and prepare them for

admission to higher education institutions.
3. Colleges of professional and higher education.

Colleges offer a wide range of academic and professional courses and
qualifications. Some colleges specialize in a specific field, such as design,
engineering, finance, agriculture etc. Traditionally, colleges actively cooperate
with various companies and organizations, which help students combine their

studies with gaining work experience.
4. Private educational institutions

Educational institutions of this type offer vocational education and training for
students who want to build a career in a specific field. Educational institutions
work with colleges and employers to provide students with practical experience
and recognized qualifications in fields such as engineering, information and

communication technology, healthcare, etc.
5. Universities

Many universities in England offer vocational education. The cost of training in
vocational education programs, usually from 1 to 5 years, directly depends on

the specific educational institution.

How to enroll in a vocational education program? Each educational institution
forms its own requirements for students. But these requirements are much
simpler than for university admission. In particular, for admission, students need
to submit a diploma of graduation from school in their country, a transcript of
school grades, a student visa, a valid passport, and for foreign students, the
results of language proficiency tests, for example, TOELF or IELTS. Sometimes
you need motivational or recommendation letters, taking additional exams.
Also, for admission, foreign students need to prove their ability to pay for

tuition, accommodation and meals.



At last you have become a student. And the most interesting thing begins. It is
learning. In the first years of study in Russia, if you leave after the 9" form, you
will get a shortened program of the 10th-11" forms. If a person entered college
after 11", he becomes a second year student where professional training starts.
After the first year, general education subjects are removed, except for physical
education, often one pair per week. Starting the second year education
specialized training lessons are taught, as well as about 2-3 weeks of work
practice each year are taken. At the end of the last year of study, depending on
the educational institution and specialty, a student has to defend a thesis and

take a demonstration exam.

The cost depends on the chosen institution, on average about 150 thousand
roubles, but there are also budget places, their number and conditions of receipt

also vary.

If you have a high score in the certificate, you may get a chance to study on free.
State employees receive a scholarship, free meals and accommodation in a

hostel, but a person can enter the budget only once.

There are not many options where a student can live. You can either look for
and rent an apartment yourself / live with your parents. If you are a stranger,
you may live in a hostel if there is so, but mostly it's for those who come from

another city.

The education system in the UK is considered one of the best in the world. The
curriculum is clearly balanced and includes only the necessary minimum of
theory without "superfluous” subjects. At least 20% of the class time is practice,
which students undergo at various enterprises such as hotels, factories,
hairdressers, IT companies. Practice helps to learn how an industry
functionalizes even during the training period and create useful connections for
the future and get a job offer even before graduation. For comfortable learning,

the institutions have modern equipment, libraries and research facilities.



Studying in the UK is one of the most expensive in the world. Not every family
can afford to pay for tuition, so there is a student loan for education. Usually, a
student loan covers the full cost of tuition, but there are limits on the amount of
the loan. Payments of the loan will be made automatically through the UK tax

system as soon as the salary after training reaches 21,000 pounds.

There are also scholarships and grants for students in the UK. They can be
public, university and private. The most famous program is Chevening. It fully
covers accommodation, meals and one year of study. The average percentage of
scholarships is 10-30% of the tuition fee. Institutions also pay scholarships

based on academic merit, financial status and personal circumstances.

What about student accommodation in the UK? As a rule, British educational
institutions offer one or more accommodation options, among which the student
chooses the most convenient for himself. Most institutions offer students
accommodation on campus, in an on-site facility. But due to the limited number
of places, mostly freshmen live there. Also students are accommodated in
special student apartment buildings. But students can also search for housing on

their own.

What do students get after graduation in both countries? In Russia graduators,
along with a diploma of secondary vocational education, also receive a

certificate of qualification.

In the UK, after graduation, you can get a higher education. Depending on the
curriculum and the place of its completion, one of the following qualifications

can be obtained after graduation:
1. Diploma

Diplomas of secondary vocational education are issued in almost all
specializations and are the equivalent of an A-level. With a diploma, you can

continue your studies or get a job.



2. NVQ (National VVocational Qualification).

This qualification is for practical work. It confirms the graduate’s ability to
perform a specific job in a particular area of business or production. NVQ
standards are based on the real requirements of employers and reflect their
practical needs. National professional qualifications indicate the presence of
practical work experience, in addition to theoretical knowledge, and readiness

for employment.
3.ND

National Diploma is issued in almost any academic or professional specialty, is
in demand and useful for those who plan to find a job without obtaining a

bachelor's degree.

Summing up, it can be noted that the difference in education in Russia and the
UK is not big, although it differs in quality of education and its presentation.

The UK curriculum includes subjects such as art, humanities and so on.
Russian students study natural sciences, as well as general education subjects.

But no matter how you look at it, there are similar points in the education of
countries. In Russia, as in the UK, there is budgetary and extra-budgetary
education, there is full-time or correspondence education, as well as part-time

correspondence.

It can be said that in both countries there is a fairly similar education and there
are much more similarities than differences. At the same time, any teaching

program must adhere to the education system adopted in the country.




Picture 1. Presentation of the diploma in Russia.

Picture 2. Presentation of the diploma in the UK.
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